THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


AND PASTORAL REVIEW 








OCTOBER, 1918 








Sermons for the Month of November 





ALL SAINTS’ 
BY THE REV. NEWTON THOMPSON, D.D. 


“Let the peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts.” —From the Epistle. 


-SYNOPSIS—I. A view of Heaven. 
The renowned Saints; the unknown Saints. 
II. In what does their holiness consist? 


Not in miracles; not in great undertakings: but in the perfection of 
every duty. 


III. Growth in holiness is gradual, silent, hidden. 
IV. Holiness is not easy. 


V. But the means are within the reach of all, even of children. Story 
of a Chinese boy martyr. 


Of all days in the year this is especially the day when we should 
in spirit visit the court of Heaven, there to witness the eternal 
triumph of God’s grace. Behold the radiant happiness of His 
saints! They are now enjoying the unending reward of life- 
long faithfulness or of timely repentance. 


Beside the Son of God is His Blessed Mother, Queen of 
Heaven. There we see the Apostles close to their Divine Master, 
whom they loved unto death. Near the great throng are also 
St. Stephen, St. Lawrence and other martyrs whose names are 
celebrated on the altars of holy Church; St. Francis Xavier and 
many others who won renown in spreading the faith among 
pagan nations; holy popes, bishops and priests, St. Dominic, 
St. Benedict, St. Ignatius, St. Francis of Assisi, founders of 
great religious. Orders, St. Monica, St. Elizabeth, models of 
Christian motherhood—these and many others whose great deeds 
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and eminent sanctity are recorded in the annals of the Church, 

But there is a vast multitude besides, saints who lived and died 
unknown to the world, their deeds unrecorded, their fame un- 
sung. To-day is their feast, to-day the Church commemorates 
their glory, to-day she would have us turn our minds to the 
example of their hidden lives. 

In what are we to follow them? In what did their saintliness 
consist? All holiness is made of the same material, differing only 
in degree and the manner of its expression. Miracles do not make 
a saint; they are but the seal of God’s approval. Undoubtedly 
the Blessed Virgin is the greatest saint in Heaven, yet she is not 


known to have performed a single miracle during her life on 


earth. St. Ignatius founded a great religious Order, yet that did 
not make him a saint, rather it was the blossoming of an intense 
zeal that sprang from a holiness already rooted in his soul. So 
with all the saints. The great undertakings that made them 
famous were the fruit, not the root of their holiness. In vain 
will you look through the Sermon on the Mount if you expect to 
find the beatitude: “Blessed are the famous, for theirs is the 
Kingdom of Heaven.” 

In what, then, does holiness consist? In the performance of our 
every duty. This means conforming our whole life to the will 
of God—in small matters as well as great. We must expect our 
growth in holiness to be gradual, silent, hidden. 

The work of grace in the soul is usually gentle; sudden con- 
versions, such as St. Paul’s and that of the thief on the cross are 
exceptional. Even the masterpieces of art are generally the fruit 
of painstaking patience. We may, by way of example, consider 
the great mosaic copy of the Transfiguration to be seen over one 
of the side altars at St. Peter’s in Rome. It is formed by placing 
side by side the tiniest pieces of colored glass. But it required 
ten years’ labor by a dozen of the world’s greatest mosaic workers. 
Only the most exact care in the choice and adjustment of each 
little piece of glass made possible this triumph of art. 
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Our life will be perfect, will be holy if its small details are per- 
fect and holy. But this is the gradual fruit of toilsome patience. 
A perfect watch is one that keeps perfect time. Now, this ex- 
cellence is not due to its fine gold case; nor has this watch more 
wheels than another. But the minutest care has been taken in the 
precise size and fitting of every part. In sanctifying our most 
ordinary acts, such as rising in the morning, dressing, eating, 
sleeping, in offering them to God, in performing them out of 
submission to God’s will and in the way that He wills, we are 
constructing the edifice of our holiness. Let us not despise the 
smallest duties since they all enter into the mosaic of our spiritual 
perfection. 


Those who are just setting out on the path of perfection may 
become discouraged at the slowness of their progress. But virtue 
and sanctity are not plants of hasty growth. Watch a young tree 
for an hour, for a whole afternoon—you will not perceive any 
growth. Yet some day it will be lofty and strong. Your own 
growing child seems no bigger to-day than he was yesterday ; to- 
morrow he will seem no bigger than to-day. Yet those who see 
him only occasionally tell you how big he is growing. But that 
growth was so gradual as not to be perceived by you. Be not, 
therefore, discouraged if you seem no holier to-day than you 
were yesterday. 


The spiritual life develops silently. It finds its strength and 
exercises its powers in quiet intercourse with God. There are 
two sanctuaries where you should daily commune with God. 
Here in the church, where He visits you in the Sacraments and 
where you assist at the sublime sacrifice of the Mass, you may 
quietly visit Him every day to renew your pledge of fidelity to 
Him, to strengthen your union with Him, to grow in holiness. 


The other sanctuary is your bedside, where you kneel in prayer 
morning and night. There consecrate each coming day with its 
duties and activities to Him. At night reproach yourself with 
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the day’s failings and humbly implore the help of God’s grace 
to perform every smallest duty perfectly. 

To-day is the feast of the hidden saints, of those heroes of 
God whose sanctity is known in Heaven alone. For a very great 
number there are who passed through life without having filled 
high places, without their holiness being noticed even by their 
neighbors. Many mothers have become saints by performing with 
prayerful Christian perfection the various duties of the house- 
hold. Many others who spent their lives in the work of offices, 
stores, and factories have their names inscribed on Heaven's 
roll of honor. Can we, then, become a saint by sweeping the floor, 
boiling potatoes, mending the children’s clothes and such familiar 
- duties? Yes, if these are the duties to which God has called us 
and if we perform them in order to conform every detail of our 
life to God’s holy will. Is it possible to become holy by driving 
horses, by selling tea and sugar, by running a typewriter, by 
operating some machine in a factory? Yes, provided again that 
we make these duties means of our sanctification by offering 
them to God in submission to His will. 

Let us not, therefore, conclude that the road to Heaven is easy. 
To be sure it does not require great and extraordinary acts. We 
are not obliged to go on long journeys. But we must needs do 
many things, in fact all things, well and holy. This very per- 
severance in doing so many things with unwavering fidelity is 
what makes holiness difficult. Neither our Lord nor any masters 
of the spiritual life ever said that Heaven was to be attained with 
ease. No. Rather is it the reward of sacrifice—a sacrifice of our 
selfish inclinations and self-indulgence from morning until night, 
day after day. Try to perform every smallest duty, even for one 
day, with Christian perfection and you will find how difficult an 
undertaking it is. 

Holiness is, however, within the reach of all of us from the very 
fact that it involves only our ordinary duties. No need have we 


of great worldly learning, of an extensive library, of expensive 
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machinery, of many hours a day set aside for prayer. Every one 
of us has twenty-four hours a day to be filled with duties; every 
one of us can, with the unfailing help of God’s grace, fill those 
hours with duties performed out of love for God and in submission 
to His holy will. This perseverance, this faithfulness it is that 
will make us holy. Then God may call upon us for extraordinary 
sacrifices, for difficult undertakings in His service; then will we 
be strengthened in His love and ready to do all things, even to give 
up our lives, for Him. 

Even children have acquired so great a degree of holiness as 
cheerfully to give up their lives for His sake. A Chinese mis- 
sioner reports an incident that occurred during the Boxer uprising 
of a few years ago. A band of those anti-Christian fanatics en- 
tered one of our Catholic boys’ orphan asylums in China, put the 
Sisters to the sword and then killed the children. A few hours 
later a Chinese Christian gentleman entered the courtyard of the 
asylum. What a sight met his gaze! There, where a few hours 
before, these little fellows had been at play, he saw their dead 
bodies lying in their own blood. But all were not dead. Froma 
distant corner came the weak voice of a ten year old Chinese boy. 
“Will you please give me a drink of water; then I will die and go 
toGod.”” After he had the drink, he told how it happened. “They 
took me out here,” he said “and told me to curse Christ. But I 
told them I would never curse Christ because He was God and 
was always good to me. Then from a wall of the asylum they 
brought a crucifix into the courtyard and ordered me to trample 
on it, threatening to cut off my arms if I refused. But I said to 
them: You may cut off my arms, you may cut off my head, 
you may tear out my heart, you may pull my little body to pieces, 
but never will I trample on the cross of Christ.” Then they cut 
off my arms and left me here. But, of course, they did not know 
how good our Lord really is.” In a few minutes the boy died and 
the hosts of Heaven celebrated the coming of another young 
martyr to his reward. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


ON THE JUDGMENT 
BY THE REV. H. G. HUGHES 
“Gather up first the cockle and bind it in bundles to burn; but the wheat 
gather ye into my barn.”—Matt., xiii, 30. 


SYNOPSIS.—To encourage us, preachers and spiritual writers rightly speak 
of God’s infinite mercy. But we must not forget that God is also a God 
of Justice. 

To-day we will take for our consideration the Judgment to come— 
Particular Judgment, for that is the day, for individuals, of the separation 
of the cockle from the wheat. 

There is nothing more certain than death: there is nothing more un- 
certain than the time when death will come. This means that Judgment 
is not far off. The moral: Be always ready. 

How shall I prepare? God “knoweth our frame; He remembereth that 
we are but dust,’ so He has made reconciliation easy. 

Two great means of salvation—frequent Confession and Perfect Con- 
trition. Conclusion. 


In order to encourage us, and to help us along the rough road 
of life towards the Heavenly country, preachers and writers of 
spiritual books rightly tell us much and often about the infinite 
mercy of God, and enlarge upon the great and precious means of 
grace that we possess in so great abundance in the Holy Catholic 
Church. This is altogether right; for God’s great mercy and 
loving kindness, and the abundance of the means of salvation, are 
holy and blessed truths, for which we can never be too grateful; 
for in them is our peace and joy in the present, and all our hope 
for the future. 

But there is another side to the Christian Catholic Religion, of 


which we must never lose sight; there are other eternal truths 


which it would never do for us to forget. 

We must never forget that God, the All-Merciful, is also the 
All-Just and the All-Holy One; that because of the pure, unspeak- 
able holiness of His Divine Nature He cannot endure sin; hates 
it and must hate it with all the force of His most adorable Divine 
Will; hates it more than we can hate the most extreme misery 
and pain that the human mind can possibly conceive. 
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We must not forget that by reason of His infinite Justice, God 
must visit the unrepenting sinner—the man who has wilfully 
chosen sin for his companion through all eternity—with the 
inexpressibly awful punishments that are reserved for the day 
of wrath and judgment, the day foretold by our Divine Lord in 
the parable read in to-day’s Gospel; the day when, after long 
patience and silence, while the cockle and the wheat were allowed 
to grow together, the great and awful separation shall have come 
at last, and the Lord of the harvest shall say to the reapers, 
“Gather up first the cockle, and bind it in bundles to burn; but 
the wheat gather ye into My barn.” 


These dread truths we may not forget. However painful they 
are to flesh and blood; however greatly the natural man might 
wish that they were not true, yet they are true, they are eternal 
verities and real facts: more true and real than the earth beneath 
us or the sky above, more clear in the certainty with which they 
are proclaimed in Holy Scripture and the divine teachings of 
faith, than the light of the sun shining in the heavens. 


Let us take to-day for our consideration one point of faith 
concerned with this sterner side of our holy religion: a truth 
which follows from God’s holiness and justice, and from man’s 
position as a free and responsible agent. I mean the doctrine of 
Judgment to come. And I shall treat, not of the General Judgment, 
but of the Particular Judgment, that judgment which, indeed, is 
always being passed as soul after soul leaves this earth, and which 
for each individual soul is really the time of the harvest, when 
the cockle is for all eternity separated from the wheat. This 
truth, so solemnly and so emphatically taught by God and through 
His Church, makes life a matter of the most tremendous import. 


A man may forget that there is a judgment to. come; many do 
forget it; many also try to persuade themselves that there is no 
judgment to come. But, whether a man remember it or no; 
whether he believe it or no, judgment is coming, swiftly, inevitably. 
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The swift passage of time is proverbial. “Time flies,” we say: 
and when we look back on past years, how short our life seems 
to have been! And time is swiftly passing still, and every moment 
that comes and goes brings ever nearer and nearer that crisis of 
dread, that terrible and terrifying moment of suspense—the 
moment of final, irrevocable judgment that shall decide eternity 
for us. 

Take a man living a careless life in this world. He has all 
that he needs; he is happy in his way: money, friends, comforts, 
conveniences make life on the whole a pleasant thing. He is con- 
tented with his lot; and the future does not trouble him. 

Perhaps he professes religion, but he never thinks seriously 
upon its awful truths. He will not allow his religion to interfere 
with his comforts. Conscience, that prophet of judgment to come, 
tries to make itself heard; but he will not listen, and the quiet 
voice within becomes more and more feeble, and the man becomes 
hardened. The sins that once drove him to the feet of his con- 
fessor now cause him no uneasiness, though they are frequently 
repeated. If ever he thinks of his dangerous state he consoles 
himself with the foolish, unfounded assumption that there is time; 
that some day he will make all right and be reconciled with God. 

Suddenly, unexpectedly, long before he thought it, Death comes, 
Judgment is here, and he is standing alone, terrified, overwhelmed 
with shame and misery and despair, a polluted sinner in presence 
of the awful sanctity of God. 

In one single moment, in a flash, all his life, with every thought 
and word and deed, stands before him: he sees himself as he really 
is, full of sin, devoid of grace, and he knows in that instant that 
he is condemned: his own conscience accuses him; he is forced to 
acknowledge the justice of his condemnation; and then and there 
he is hurried from the presence of his God, to be buried in hell 
like the rich man in our Blessed Lord’s parable—while they strew 
flowers about his bed of death and write laudatory paragraphs to 
the newspapers about his many virtues. 
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That, my dear Brethren, is the inevitable conclusion of a sinful 


3 life ended without repentance. That is the awful risk run by 
t everyone who is careless about serving God and saving his soul; 
who does not earnestly strive against temptation and against re- 
, lapses into sin. 

y 


Now there is a truth, a fact of experience, which needs no 
revelation from God to make it known to us, and which brings 
home this doctrine of the Particular Judgment with startling 
force and nearness to every one of us. It is an every-day, obvious 
fact; but it is a very unpleasant fact to most of us; so we put it 
from us and try to forget it. 

It has been expressed in this way: ““There is nothing more cer- 
tain than death—there is nothing more uncertain than the time 
when death will come.” 





And this means that the Particular Judgment—your judgment ' 
and mine, is not far off, and may come at any moment. 


It is not far off. Not if we expect to be a hundred is it far off. : 
What are a hundred years in comparison with the life-history of ; 
a single nation? What in comparison with the long history of s 
the human race? How brief is the span of a single life, of the * 
longest life, compared with these. And in comparison with that 
Eternity which is to come, the longest human life is as nothing; 
and should we live to a great age, yet, when we look back, life ag 
will seem even to ourselves like a short dream. 

But who can count upon a long life? Who can be sure of 
living 80, or 70, or 60 years? 

The day of judgment is certainly much nearer than that for ‘ 
most of us here. It may come in a year or two; it may come ina : 
few months, or days, or hours. ¥ 

What is the moral of this? It is a short one, easy to see: Be 
always ready, for the day of the Lord cometh as a thief in the 
night. 

Brethren, who that seriously considers these truths can dare 
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not be ready? Who that remembers—and how utterly short- 
sighted and foolish it is not to remember—who that remembers 
how “it is appointed unto man once to die, and after that the 
judgment,” can dare to remain in a state of unpreparedness; can 
dare to go on in sin; can dare any longer to put off—can dare for 
another day or hour, or even moment, to put off that real earnest 
serious amendment of life which conscience tells him, which con- 
science perhaps tells some of you now at this moment as you 


listen to my words—is an indispensable requisite to safety in that 
dread moment that is so certain to come, and may come so terribly 


soon. 

Surely, for a Christian, for a believing Catholic, a ruling idea 
in life ought to be this: “I must so live this day that I may be 
prepared to die. I must so act always that I may be ready at any 
moment to stand before my Awful Judge!” 


But how shall I be ready? How shall I prepare? I am so 
weak ; temptation is so strong; it is so easy to forget when passion 
urges; my strongest resolutions so easily fail; perhaps, too, habits 
of sin have weakened the force of my resistance, and seem to lead 
me into evil almost in spite of myself. 

Brethren, God’s great mercy and pity and compassion have 
provided for this, for “He knoweth our frame: He remembereth 
that we are but dust.” 

Knowing that His justice must condemn those who die un- 
reconciled to Him, He has made that reconciliation most easy: 
knowing that only he who perseveres to the end will be saved, 
He has given us most sure and efficacious means of perseverance: 
knowing the weakness of our mortal nature, He has given us 
sources of supernatural strength that will surely give us, if we 
use them, the victory over sin: knowing, too, how easy it is to 
relapse, He has given us a way by which, so soon as we have 
fallen, we may rise again. 


There are especially two great means, dear Brethren, provided 















SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 11 


by God’s infinite mercy, by which we may live in security and be 
ever prepared even for the strict and terrible account we have to ih 
give to Him for every thought and word and deed. i 






They are means available to every Catholic; and one of them i 
is available always and everywhere. * 





ae 
They are, frequent Confession and Perfect Contrition. i! 





What an unspeakable mercy and blessing of God is the holy 
practice of humble Confession! How many souls are saved by it! # 






Remember, dear Brethren, that when you stand in God’s pres- 
ence to be judged He will ask you only what the priest asks you ? 
when you go to Confession: “My child, what sins have you been p. 










guilty of since your last Confession?” God Himself will not go “ 
back beyond that—unless, indeed, our Confessions have been bad i 
ones, or our sorrow for sin and resolutions of amendment a mere | i 
pretence. f 


What a comfort this is to us when we think of the strict judg- 
ment of God! How deeply and incessantly grateful we ought to 
be to our loving Father for the gift of the Catholic Religion in 
which we have this great means of salvation! 







t 

If, then, you would be ready for judgment, dear Brethren, I 4 
recommend to you the practice of frequent and humble Confession. , 
And then there is Perfect Contrition—a very Key of Heaven— ‘ 
always available, gaining forgiveness for us instantly, even before a 
t 






Confession, provided that we have the firm intention of confes- 
sing our sins truly when the time comes. 






Some people imagine that perfect contrition is a hard matter. 
Itisnot. It is easy. I heard one of the greatest living theologians 
declare again and again in his public lectures given in Rome, 
under the very eye of the Vicar of Christ, that perfect contrition 
is not difficult. It requires a little thought and consideration of 
God’s goodness, so that we may be sorry, not merely because we 
have lost Heaven and deserved hell—but because we have offended 
Him Who is our best friend and loving Father, Who is in Him- 
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self supremely good and worthy of our love and service; and is 
so marvellously good to us. It requires this—but, dear Brethren, 
one loving glance at our Crucifix will surely give it to us, one 
earnest prayer to the Sacred Heart, one loving invocation of our 
dear Mother in Heaven will surely open our hearts to the sorrow 
that springs from love—and all is forgiven, and we are again 
renewed, cleansed, restored to the life of grace. 


Brethren, do not, as you value your souls, do not neglect this 
saving, holy practice of frequently, every day, every hour, making 
fervent Acts of Contrition for your sins. It will make you most 
dear to God: it will raise you up when you fall: it will save you 
in the hour of death even if you cannot have at that dread hour 
the help of God’s priest: and it will enable you to stand with joy 
and confidence even at the judgment seat of God whenever the 
moment may come at which you shall be summoned to appear 
before Him. 


That all of you may stand there without fear, through the loving 
mercy of the Sacred Heart and the intercession of our Holy 
Mother Mary is a blessing I wish you all in God’s Holy Name, 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST. 


THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
BY THE RIGHT REV. MSGR. H. T. HENRY, LITT.D. 


“Let the peace of Christ rejoice in your hearts.”—From the Epistle. 


SYNOPSIS .—Introduction—War is abnormal and is engaged in for the 
prize of peace. The peace of Christ is not such as the world seeks. It 
alone can surely promise individual happiness. 


1. What is the peace of Christ? It is peace with God, with our neigh- 
bor, with ourselves. It 1s a peace obtained by fighting our passions and 
consists in a quiet conscience. Instance of Wolsey’s “fall” and its result. 
Similar worldly aims bring no peace—fame, power, wealth. Even pagans 
have recognized this truth. 


2. How shall we attain to the peace of Christ? By self-denial for the 
sake, not of peace, but of serving Christ. Similarity with earthly battling. 
Two dissimilarities: assured success, unending conflict. 

Conclusion—We seek peace unwisely, forgetting that our passions 
are bad leaders. The fitful fever of life 1s our yielding to passion in- 
stead of grappling with it. 


1. Introduction—Many voices have been raised during the 
past four years in demonstration of the virtues which are exercised 
intime of war. They are virile virtues, we have been told—manly 
vigor of body and mind; deeper love of country; a spirit of will- 
ing, nay zealous, self-sacrifice ; brotherliness and extensive charity ; 
and a thrift which conserves only that it may help other people’s 
needs. 

Nevertheless, such arguments are hardly meant to glorify war, 
but rather to find in its untold wretchedness, in its destruction of 
life and property, something to mitigate our sense of horror. For 
all men really desire peace as the only condition of true progress. 
And they go to war in order to obtain the prizes of peace. 


It is not of such an earthly peace, however, that the Apostle 
speaks in the Epistle selection for this Sunday. It is not the 
peace of the world, but the peace of Christ, which he desires for 
us. We can understand what earthly peace is—we have lived 
through years of its kindly sway, and we vividly contrast its 
qualities with those that have characterized the awful years of 


Spree. cms =a. 


2g wt Pe 
a 


4, 
i 
a | 
Mey 
o) 


i ee eee a ee 


—" 
Soe ot 2 on oe: 





14 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


war. But the peace of God surpasseth understanding, in the hap- 
piness which it brings to the soul in this world and the pledges it 
offers of endless joys in the world to come. Earthly peace is 
inestimably better than earthly war. And yet it is utterly unable 
to guarantee happiness for the individual. Which one of us, in 
the piping days of peace, was always truly happy? Have we not 
all felt the sting of many an unhappy moment? Fears, anxieties, 
suffering of body and of mind—which one of us has been free 
from them even in the days of peace? And these things have 
made us unhappy. But the peace of Christ surpasseth under- 
standing. It is a sovereign balm for every hurt. In the measure 
in which a soul attains it, in that measure is the soul happy. 
Briefly let us ask ourselves what the Apostle meant by the peace 
of Christ, and how we may hope to attain it. 

1. In what does the peace of Christ consist ?-—Briefly, it means 
peace with God, with our neighbor, with ourselves. Still more 
briefly, it means a Christian conscience that is still and quiet in the 
grace of God. And in so far as happiness may be attained upon 
earth, such a soul has reached it. This fact is brought into view 
rather strikingly by our greatest English dramatist when he de- 
scribes what the world calls the “fall” of Cardinal Wolsey. He 
had been the wonderfully successful Lord Chancellor under Henry 
the Eighth, but fell into disfavor with the King and was degraded 
from his high office. By the sleepless exercise of great natural 
gifts and laboriously acquired qualifications, he had risen from the 
humblest estate to a power next to that of the King himself. And 
now, in one moment, he loses all that he had skilfully built up in 
a lifetime of strenuous endeavor. And yet, it was in that moment 
of his fall that he began to understand the true nature of happi- 
ness. For to the pitying question of his servant, Cromwell, “How 


does your Grace?” the Cardinal answers: 


“Why well: 
Never so truly happy, my good Cromwell. 
I know myself now; and I feel within me 
A peace above all earthly dignities— 
A still and quiet conscience.” 
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In this “still and quiet conscience” the Cardinal finds that he was 
never so truly happy during his years of splendor as he now is in 
his days of disgrace and defeat. 


It is clear that the peace of Christ is not that peace which the 
world is ever seeking after. The ambitious man fills his days 
with running hither and thither after distinguished men who may 
help him to power or dignity, and he fills his nights with ever new 
plans and schemings. He is not quiet himself, nor does he permit 
others to be at rest. Meanwhile, he is sustained always with the 
thought that, once he reaches the position he is dreaming of, he 


_ will find peace in his new dignities. All of our experience of life 


assures us—and ought to assure him—that he is utterly mistaken. 
For his ambition is a spur that will never let him rest. After he 
shall have attained to the place desired, he will perceive new 
heights that mock at him, and he determines to scale them also. 
He would be much happier if he would serve his God with half 
the zeal he manifests in serving the world. 


But the peace of the world has still other lures to tempt men 
with. For while some love places of dignity, others hunger after 
a sense of power, still others after great wealth. And all foolishly 
think that peace of heart can be attained by means like these. 


And just here, brethren, it is well for us to acknowledge the 
truth of what I have just said. Let us have this clearly in mind, 
for we are to go far beyond it in our brief meditation of this 
morning. The world cannot offer us a true peace. It is simply 
lying to us when it pictures peace for us in dignities, or great 
power, or vast wealth; in fame, or in the respect and esteem of 
our fellow men, or even in the love which those dearest to us may 
lavish upon us. It does not require a revelation from God to 
teach us this great truth. Even the pagan philosophers have, by 
the simple use of their human wisdom, perceived the truth I have 
stated. Knowing that wealth was more of a hindrance than a 
help to peace, one of them threw his money into the sea. Another, 
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despising dignities, chose to live in a tub; and the legend tells us 
that when Alexander the Great, marveling at such a concept of 
life, asked this philosopher what he could do to serve his desire, 
the philosopher curtly requested Alexander to stand out of his 
light. Still others, despising the fame current amongst men, 
desiring not the respect of their fellows, and fearing the love of 
women, have retired to deserted regions in order to meditate in 
peace upon the problems of human life. Thus have men stripped 
themselves of wealth, fled far from dignities, and even rejected 
the comforts of human esteem and human love, in their search 
after peace. But the sad fact remains that not even these sacri- 
fices of what men usually hold dear can bring to men the peace 
which surpasseth all understanding. 


2. How shall we attain to the peace of Christ? Self-denial 
alone will not suffice, for even the pagans have learned in some 
respects to deny themselves wealth, dignities, honors, human 
esteem and human love, in a pathetic search after a “peace which 
the world cannot give,” as our Saviour reminds us. 


The Apostles reminded Christ that they had left all things. 
This, however, was not enough; and accordingly they added the 
one thing necessary : “We have left all things, and have followed 
Thee.” Our self-denial must be performed, not for the mere sake. 
of gaining peace, but of doing the will of God. We must battle 
with our passions, but we must’ have Christ as our Commander, 
and must fight under His banner. And Christ’s peace will come 
to us in the measure of our striving, not for it, but for Him. 


There is thus a point of similarity between earthly peace and 
Divine peace, in the fact that both are sought through battle and 
under the flag of some power that is not ourselves, but is placed 
over us and directs our activities towards a successful conclusion. 

But there are two striking points of dissimilarity. First of all, 
the earthly warfare may go against us, despite all our sacrifices 
of comfort, of money, of life itself, All our zeal and enthusiasm 
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may be in vain. In the Divine battle for peace, however, only 
success can follow similar self-sacrifice. Secondly, only after the 
earthly warfare has ceased do we look for peace; whereas the 
peace of Christ comes to us in the very midst of our battling. For 
Christ will reward us even here with the peace which surpasseth 
all understanding, and will thus stimulate us to continue the battle 
which can end only by our death. 


Let us get this truth fixed firmly in our minds—that the peace 
of Christ will come to us, not by speaking fine words concerning 
it, not by dreaming about it, not by idly asking for it, but only by 
fighting manfully for it. ‘The life of man upon earth is a war- 
fare,’ said the inspired Job. And the true Christian is not a 
sentimentalist. He knows that the enemies against which he 
must wage a lifelong warfare are his own passions. If he is wise, 
he will study the movements of the enemy, will strive to under- 
stand just why defeat has come in the past, and how the enemy 
may best be overcome. And just as a soldier must undergo great 
bodily training in preparation for his career, and must endure 
long watchings and great fatigues, so must the Christian chastise 
his body and bring it into subjection, if he may hope to fight, not 
blindly beating the air, but meeting the cunning of Satan with 
the wisdom of Christ. 


_ Conclusion.—All men seek for peace, but not all strive in the 
best way to attain peace: 


“O Happiness, how far we flee 
Thine own sweet paths in search of thee!” 


This life of ours, which God destined to be one of peace, is full 
of wretched blunderings, of unwise ambitions, of disturbing envy 
and jealousy, of foolish pride and vanity, of detestable slothful- 
ness and seeking after bodily ease, of flaming hatreds, of burning 
lusts, of angry contentions. We are like men tossed by fever and 
bound down to a bed of futile pains. So does Shakespeare make 
the soldierly Macbeth moralize after he had murdered King 
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Duncan: “After life’s fitful fever, he sleeps well!” Death, you 
see, had ended all of life’s worries, anxieties, fears, wars and dis- 
sensions for the poor murdered king. Macbeth had sought for 
peace through murder, and had forever killed his own peace. His 
conclusion that death was the great cure for life was a singularly 
lame one for a soldier to arrive at. The Christian soldier will 
reach to peace, not by welcoming death, but by strenuously 
battling with the fitful fever of life. For what is this sickness 
which we call the fitful fever of life? St. Augustine tells us that 
our fever is hate; our fever is lust; our fever is ambition; our 
fever is pride; our fever isenvy. In brief, our fever is the passion 
which we weakly submit to, instead of manfully grappling with, 
Soldiers of Christ, be willing to fight for that peace which sur- 
passeth all understanding ! 





TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE LEAVEN OF KINDLINESS AND LONG 
SUFFERING 


BY THE REV. J. H. HEALY, O.P., P.G. 


SYNOPSIS.—I. Leaven is that which produces a change, like the fermenta- 
tion in the dough of bread. 


IT. Kindliness something that all prize and admire. Its influence they 
wish always to share. 


III. Patience and resignation admitted to be most ennobling; their 
contrary the most exasperating and warping. The world yearns for kind- 
ness and fortitude. 


How true it is that each one of us is the centre of a world re- 
volving round us, and no matter how we try to humble ourselves 
into a feeling of insignificance, none the less we have a positive 
influence on all within that sphere. Our character, our personality 


affect them. Each brings some leaven to his own circle, and one 
who takes the time can easily trace the different moods or actions 
to their source. 
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If the sphere we study be the family, how often does it happen 
that in one short hour where there seemed to be only gloom or 
a feverish, hurried haste to get through with tasks imposed, or 
where each seemed a unit trying to reach with sullen plodding an 
almost impossible ambition, there comes a sudden change, laugh- 
ter peals, cheery voices are heard, faces once dark with gloom 
blaze with gladness; there is a snap and vim in the task of work 
to be done, there is a zest and a friendly rivalry in each one’s 
struggle; there is a pitching in to help the other, a visible de- 
termination to advance together. The cause?—the entry of the 
leaven of kindliness ! 


True, there is a reverse picture. Where laughter and song are 
heard, and the tone of voice betokens a community of interest, 
and faces portray a joy in living, there can come a withering in- 
fluence, one that paralyzes everything akin to happiness; voices 
hushed, smiles suppressed, rage repressed disfiguring the counten- 
ance. The cause?—the entry of the leaven of gloom, surliness 
and selfishness. 


It is not difficult to follow the path of either one. Where the 
leaven of kindliness goes, God’s sunshine seems to cheer and 
warm. From the kindly greeting in the eye one can get hope 
and encouragement ; from the kindly voice, thrill and inspiration ; 
from the kindly act, respite from pain and sorrow. No one seems 
beyond the power of its influence—the stranger, the newsboy, the 
employer or employee, the admirer or the casual acquaintance, all 
seem to feel a little more of God’s goodness because of it. It per- 
vades all places, the house, the office, the workshop, the street- 
car, how much brighter they all are when lighted with the radiance 
of kindly eyes. 


And how blighting the very presence of the hard, scowling 
face! How crushing the snappy, snarling voice! No wintry blast 
isso unwelcome. It seems to make us cramp ourselves, to draw 
ourselves in, so that little of us will be exposed to its influence. 
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Conversation we feel would be unwelcome, an offer to help an 
intrusion or a declaration of want or infirmity. The very air 
seems to become heavy from the presence of this leaven. 


And the one kindliness is not harder to possess than the other, 
The first is natural, the other assumed or sometimes cultivated, 
because it is frequently taken by ignorance to be a sign of strong 
character. The first, too, is blessed by God. It is added to bya 
gift direct from the spirit of God. If we would be among the 
elect of God, it is necessary; for St. Paul says, “Put ye on as the 
elect of God, holy and beloved, the bowels of mercy and benignity” 
(Col., iii, 12). 


Like the grace of God it may need stirring up. How well il- 
lustrated by this incident. Husband arises from sleep; straight- 
way the business of the day flares before his mind. Would that 
he could shirk it! It sours him—no kindly greeting to wife or 
family; he begins to bolt his breakfast, growls about the coffee 


lacking sweetness, when the gentle tones of a wife remind him 
it is there but needs stirring up—like the kindliness in his own 
character. And as the stirring up makes the coffee palatable and 
delicious, so the use of kindness changes the entire being of the 
one possessing it. We feel its charm, we miss its power. Do we 
diffuse it generously along life’s way? 


More powerful even than the leaven of kindliness is that of 
long suffering. The most hardened and unfeeling heart, the 
cynical and stoical mind alike confess its power. The sheer no- 
bility of it seems to beat down all barriers and to beautify as it 
moves along. Who but has not felt the grandeur of it as he 
watched the body writhe in convulsive pain, the muscles twitch, 
the veins distend to almost the bursting point, the while the mouth 
is silent and the face gives forth the smile of patient resignation! 
What stronger sermon can be preached than the one that comes 
so often from the bed of pain? The helpless victim of malignant 
cancer, the prey of diseased lungs which refuse to be cured, the 
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more helpless than child who has known the value of sight only 
to lose it and then till death grope on in a world of darkness—all 
these accepting the heavy cross of suffering with meekness and 
patience give testimony, to a world that shuns pain and despises 
mortification in any form, that the spirit of Christ on the Cross, 
visible in her who stood beneath the Cross, in the countless mar- 
tyrs of every age and condition who confessed Christ with a 
smile of conscious triumph that not even the most inhuman tor- 
tures could efface, lives in our sensual day and world. 

It is not indifference, it is not a blunted feeling, it is not a sort 
of hypnotism brought on by the certainty of no cure; it is just 
the spirit of eagerness to suffer with Christ that they may rise 
with Him. As His last bed was the tree of suffering, they are 
willing to imitate, for the disciple is not above the Master. 

The voice that rang out with the most of human gladness of 
all in a crowded Pullman was that of a blind man. He was in the 
prime of life, and save for this affliction one of manhood’s 
glorious specimens. He had been blind for only two years and 
was returning from a visit to a specialist, with the knowledge 
that human skill was powerless to aid. There was no attempt 
to conceal first the pity that one on the threshold of life should 
find it only darkness, and then the admiration for his buoyancy 
and cheerfulness in adversity. When, as the day wore on, he 
found himself alone, he was seen to take a Rosary from his pocket. 
One who had been marvelling at his spirit questioned him and 
received this reply: “Yes, I feel my affliction. Who would not? 
I know what I am missing. Everyone is good to me; that’s some 
consolation. At times I think may be I am in the way, a burden 
to those around me; then I take my beads and find the Mother 
of Jesus always glad to listen to me and never to tire of me.” 
And who can complain of his sufferings when he sees with eyes 
of Faith the ‘Man of Sorrows!’” Who can measure the in- 
fluence of the leaven placed in his environment by this soldier of 
Jesus Christ ? 
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Fortitude under mental anguish, what a leavening process is 
this! To go serenely on in life when one’s best intentions are 
always suspected, to press on through suspicion and calumny, to 
brave the persecution that hate or ignorance or bigotry may wage, 
to accept cheerfully the heavy hand of death when it takes the 
nearest and dearest, this is indeed accepting the Christian teach- 
ing that this world is a valley of tears, where, mourning and 
weeping, not with blind sorrow but calm resignation, we must 
work out our salvation. And the world never wants for 
examples of this sturdy heroism of the Cross! 


If we are unacquainted with it, it is because our eyes are blinded 
by a worse than physical malady, by a selfishness that sees not 
beyond its own wants. A little more study, an apparent willing- 
ness to share another’s burdens and we may readily see that the 
age of martyrdom is not over. 


It were folly to attempt to describe the good which this con- 
dition of mind is accomplishing. To be near it is to be ennobled, 
is to know life’s true meaning, is to see the real education that 
comes in the school of the Cross, is to take up our Cross and fol- 
low the Master. 


But how corrupting is the leaven of inordinate love of ease 
artd luxury; for because pain and sorrow and doubt must come 
it makes the slave see in God only a taskmaster, in sorrow only 
the tribute that an unwilling victim must pay to a merciless 
tyrant, and in suffering a sort of pleasure that a superbeing ex- 
periences in beholding the torments of a people devoid of self- 


help. 

Such mental attitude destroys faith in a Divine Providence, 
because it makes people doubt the goodness of God; it kills love 
of God, for how can He be loved who deals out only misery and 
anguish of heart? May we not trace to leaven of this kind a 
loosing of the hold on practice of religion which indeed leads to 
final apostacy? Even though such fatal results do not always 
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follow, is it hard to discern the effects of whining or complaining 
when the chastening rod of God's affliction is laid upon us, the 
drying up of the wells of devotion, the hardening of the heart 
that will not accept sorrow as penance that may turn us to God? 

Let us pray for the leaven of kindliness, so that each day we 
may reflect more the spirit of Him who went about doing good. 
Let us check the temptation to sarcasm or irony and forego the 
weapon of upbraiding with a sinful past. Let us be lavish in 
praise and encouragement and never slow to cheer. 

And in these days when it would seem that God has repented 
of His work and is angry with the world, let us pray that the 
spirit of the Mother of the Machabees may animate our Ameri- 
can mothers who are going to be, and are now, called upon to 
make the great sacrifice of the lives of their own sons, that they 
may see beyond the horror and brutality of war, and that they 
may forget the mangled bodies even as did the Mother of Sor- 
rows; reckoning as naught the sorrow of this life compared with 
the joy that is to come. 





TWENTY-SEVENTH AND LAST SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 


THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD 


A Plea for the Reading of the Gospels 
BY THE REV. H. B. LOUGHNAN, S.J. 


SYNOPSIS.—The meaning of St. Paul’s words. The example of Admiral 
Benson. A near view of big truths. The knowledge expected of us. 
The reading of the inspired records: the Gospels. Hints upon the method 
of reading. Conclusion. 


“Being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of 
God.”—Col., i, 10. 


St. Paul from his prison in Rome writes to strengthen in their 
faith the new converts of Colossae. To do this he insists upon the 
need of increasing in the knowledge of God. What did he mean? 
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Had not the doctrines of the faith been clearly and correctly put 
before them? Had there been omissions, or had they failed to 
understand the meaning of the words they used in their profession 
of faith? St. Paul makes no such insinuation; for he calls the 
missioner who had converted them “our most beloved fellow- 
servant who is for you a faithful minister of Christ Jesus.” Yet 
he means what his words mean. He yearns and prays that they 
may increase in the knowledge of God—not that they should learn 
new truths, but should know the old ones better. 


Now the knowledge that two men have of the same fact may 
be quite different. You know that you have an immortal soul, 
that God created you, that God loves you, that God will judge 
you. And so also Rear-Admiral Benson knows these things, 
You are busy men and your time means money; so also Admiral 
Benson is a busy man with the responsibility of the American 
Navy upon his shoulders. He nevertheless finds time to make a 
week-end retreat and trusts he is no loser by it. Yet I think most 
of you would balk at this. Why the difference? Because he has 
a better grip upon the great truths of the faith than has the 
average Catholic, and believes he is attending to the relative im- 
portance of things by resting awhile from the cares of his pro- 
fession and by coming into closer and more personal contact with 
God. This perception of the inwardness of spiritual truth, this 
deeper appreciation of the character and teaching of Christ, this 
drawing of motive power from the story told in the Gospels is 
what St. Paul in his letter to the men of Colossae calls “spiritual 
understanding.” 


This growth in the knowledge of God should continue with the 
years; it ought not be stunted and dwarfed. Our religion should 
be part and parcel of our outfit, not merely a set of duties mostly 
relegated to Sunday. A Catholic should have a living interest in 
the big things that will count after life. To do this he must see 
them in their right perspective. Now these truths, unlike most 
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big things, are best seen not from a distance, but near at hand, 
under the very eyes. It is precisely that we might see them in 
this way that God became man. And this is why I am making 
a special plea for a closer acquaintance with the life of Christ 
as told us in the Gospels—for a knowledge of and interest in 
Him that will help us to look upon the God-man as a present 
reality, not as a person of ancient history. 


To many the Gospel story is a closed book. The main facts of 
the Master’s life have been learned from the catechism, but the 
account originally given of them has never been studied, and as a 
result points of real interest have been missed. We are in much 
the same position as regards Christ’s life as men would be if they 
were satisfied with knowing that Abraham Lincoln was born in 
1809, was the most famous of American Presidents and fought 
for the cause of freedom. But we expect the American who has 
an interest in the great leaders of his country, to know more of 
this big-hearted man of high ideals, this man of immense physical 
strength and inexhaustible patience, fearless as a lion and tender- 

-hearted asa woman. There are twenty-four standard biographies 
written of him; hence we are warranted in saying that his record 
should be read and his character studied and appreciated. Do we 
gather our knowledge of Christ in this way? Is it enough for us 
to hear an incident of His life read from the Gospel of the Sunday 
and to be taught the lesson which is drawn from it? No. For the 
average listener does not learn from this what are the promptings 
of the heart of Christ; he is not struck by the Master’s kindness 
to the bodies as well as to the souls of men; he does not notice 
that our Lord’s forgiveness is so complete that the sinner becomes 
His close personal friend; he fails to observe many of the most 
beautiful traits in Christ’s character. To have an adequate appre- 
ciation of the greatest man in history and to grow fond of the 
most beautiful traits in Christ’s character; to have an adequate 
appreciation of the greatest man in history and to grow fond of 
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the most lovable personality that ever lived, we must prayerfully 
study His life as we have it in the Gospels. 

Remember it is no piece of merely human composition ; nor is it 
only an account to whose truth God bears witness. But it is a 
writing that is inspired by God; that is to say, God is the positive 
and efficient cause to which the work is due; He did not merely 
guard against mistakes being made in the writing of it; but He 
used each of the Evangelists as an instrument, so that God Him- 
self is the principal author of the four accounts of Christ’s life 
and the book is rightly called the word of God. May we not then 
expect to find food for reflection in such writings as these? It is 
a privilege to have such a book, and we are asked by Christ’s 
Vicar on earth to become familiar with it. For you know it was 
one of the dearest wishes of the big heart of Pius X., the Pope 
who treated things divine in such a human way, that everyone 
should become familiar with the Gospels; to further his desire he 
granted a special indulgence for reading them daily for a quarter 
of an hour. At present, small, well printed texts are easily ob- 
tained and it only remains for us to use them. 

But to realize the inner meaning of a story one must dwell upon 
it and must have a personal interest in its chief characters. Of 
this we have an illustration which occurs almost daily. A message 
has been flashed across the ocean that a successful raid was carried 
out by the American troops on the night of the 3rd of August. 
Two men see this cablegram in the morning papers. One, being 
a cursory reader, feels nothing of the tense emotion crammed into 
that half hour’s fighting. The other has a son on the firing line 
and has listened to invalided soldiers recounting their adventures. 
To him the news speaks of regular hard physical exercise pre- 
viously undergone behind the lines; of the detailing of men for 


special instruction in carrying the field telephone, in bomb throw- 
ing, in the use of the bayonet, in the cutting of wire entanglements. 
He knows what deadly work is on foot when the order to advance 
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is given, for he sees the living picture—the raiders protected by 
a curtain of bursting shells, leap forward and then suddenly lie 
down awhile; at the word from their telephonist the barrage lifts 
and they dash through the wire cut by their foremost men. He 
sees them at their grim task within the trench and hears them 
panting when they are back again with their prisoners and infor- 


mation. We do not realize its full meaning merely because we 
know that a raid was carried out. We have to think over it and 
re-read it; we must have an interest in the men concerned. It is 
in this careful way that we should read the life of Christ; we 
ought to try and grasp its meaning and make it live before us. 
Now a word as to how we should make use of the Gospels. Of 
course the richest harvest is reaped when we meditate upon the 
scenes in Christ’s life. But most busy Americans fight shy of that 
task; for it suggests as a necessary pre-requisite a life of recol- 
lection, with none of the anxieties of money-making and war- 
winning. But I think that when the labors of the day are over, 
there is always some time of peaceful calm which can be given 
to reading. Let me suggest a method to follow in this. When 
reading, conjure up before the imagination the scene as the Gospel 
narrates it. A child hearing a man describe his journey through 
the Panama Canal follows the story in his imagination while it 
is being told to him. He sees the huge rocks at the Culebra Cut, 
watches the water in the locks seethe and bubble round the vessel 
and hears the straining of the guiding chains as the boat is tugged 
at by the sturdy little engines alongside. . . .The whole scene 
lives for him and he realizes the immensity of the task undertaken 
and the genius and power that carried it out.. So in our reading 
of Christ’s life we must be as little children and should help our- 
selves to grip the meaning of what we read, by seeing it before 
us; we should be one of the spectators and watch it closely. For 
example much of the beauty of the scene at Jacob’s Well would 
be missed if we did not dwell in this way on the opening words 
of the story —“Jesus therefore being wearied with his journey sat 
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thus on the well” (John, iv, 6). The scene has to be visualized in 
all its detail. 

In the second place, do not read merely for news, as you read 
the daily papers; for the beauty hidden in the Gospels is ever 
ancient though always new. But read them slowly and with a 
purpose. Let it be your object to become more familiar with what 
we should call the mentality of Christ. Note the complexity of 
His character—a woman’s tender love and a mother’s forgiveness; 
the strength of a sincere man and a just man’s anger. Little 
children lose their shyness before this stranger; they climb onto 
his knee and are not rebuked. The sinful woman at his feet finds 
a champion and a defender; at one look from him “Peter going 
out wept bitterly” (Luke, xxii, 62); his tears win forgiveness 
and later he is able to say with sincerity “Lord, thou knowest all 
things, thou knowest that I love thee” (John, xxi, 17). And yet 
again we see this meek man’s eyes blaze with anger as He flings 
down the tables of the tradesmen in the temple and scatters their 
money—and we hear it ringing on the marble steps. Or we see 
His look of withering scorn and contempt when the self-righteous 


and insincere cross His path. We hear Him brand them publicly 


as whited sepulchres “which outwardly appear to men beautiful, 
but within are full of dead men’s bones and of all filthiness” 
(Matt., xxiii, 27) ; and in humble fear each one asks himself “Am 
I sincere with God?” Note His yearning for human love as He 
rests by the well at Sichem and forgets his hunger and thirst 
when a sinful woman comes to draw water. Learn patience and 
forbearance from Him when you see His Apostles making so 
little headway in their task of becoming like to Him. Dwell on , 
His repeated claim that He and the Father are One; for we miss 
the great lesson of the Passion—God’s love for man and God's 
hatred for sin—unless we realize that the tortured figure on the 
Cross is God, even though His head is thorn-crowned and bleeding, 
and his virginal flesh scourge-torn and bruised. 
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Read the Master’s life therefore with this purpose that you 
may know Him better; for knowledge of Him will strengthen 
love of Him; and with His love kindled in your souls you will not 
offend Him by sin, but will gain the reward of His faithful ser- 
vants. . . . “Now this is eternal life,” said Christ in His appeal 
to you and me, “that they may know Thee the only true God and 
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent” (John, xvii, 3). 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF 
THE YEAR 


BY THE REV. THOMAS P. PHELAN 
TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


CONFIDENCE IN GOD 
“Why are you fearful, O ye of little faith?”—Matt., viii, 26. 

A frail bark was tossing on the wild and seething waves of the 
Sea of Galilee. The moon and the stars were veiled and darkness 
enshrouded the face of the deep. The little vessel was filling 
with water and settling in the trough of the sea. The Apostles, 
affrighted by the gloom and the storm, were overwhelmed with 
despair and thought their hour had come. Fatigued by the toils 
of the day, Jesus slept in the stern, His head resting on the pilot's 
seat. In their terror the passengers threw themselves upon Him, 
crying out: “Lord, save us, we perish.” They knew He was the 
Messiah sent by God, they had listened to His inspired teachings, 
they had heard the testimony of His Eternal Father at His bap- 
tism in the Jordan. Yet weak, ignorant, cowardly, they feared 
shipwreck and death. Jesus rebuked them for their incredulity, 
saying: “Why are you fearful, O ye of little faith?” Rising up 
He commanded the waves and the sea and there came a great 
calm. Joy, gratitude, wonder filled their souls, all fear had flown. 
“What shall we then say to those things? If God be for us, who 
is against us?” (Rom., viii, 31). 


This tiny vessel, buffetted by the waves and the storm, is a type 
of Christ’s Church on earth. Since that memorable night on 
the Lake of Genesareth He has often exercised His supreme 


power in safeguarding her from attack, consoling her teachers 

and hearers. That frail bark, His Church, was launched on the 

turbulent waters of the world, with Peter at the helm, the Apostles 
30 
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bending to the oars. Her voyage has been stormy and perilous. 
The rocks and shoals of religious indifference and persecution 
have threatened her with inevitable destruction. Heresies and 
schisms have decimated her crew and attacked her doctrines. 
Disobedience and wickedness have weaned away some of her 
children and exposed her teachings to criticism. Nations and 
rulers have framed stringent laws to hamper her growth and 
destroy her influence. Fire and sword have been employed to 
overawe the weak and cowardly. Persecution and death have 
been the rewards of her faithful devotees. The pages of history 
and literature have been perverted to cast calumny upon her. 
Many times it seemed as if the bark of Peter was nearing de- 
struction. Yet when the sky was overcast, when the storm was 
raging, when the faithful crew was almost despondent, Christ 
came and stilled the tempest, and the waves and the wind became 
calm. She will continue to ride fearlessly on the bosom of the 
deep as she has done for centuries, until in God’s own time she 
atrives at the harbor of eternity. “For behold, I am with you 
all days, even to the consummation of the world’ (Matt., xxviii, 


20). 


The conscience of the individual Christian is frequently 
harassed by storms and tempests. Loss of fervor, unholy desires, 
evil company distract the tranquility of his spiritual life. He 
yields to the voice of the tempter, falls into mortal sin, loses God’s 
grace, descends into the abyss of despair, and will suffer ship- 
wreck and become a castaway unless some higher power calm 
the troubled seas. Christ has not abandoned him, he has aban- 
doned Christ. He has only to subdue his pride, to control his 
evil passions and inclinations, to approach the tribunal of God’s 


love, and the waves and the winds will be calm and peace and 
repose will come to his distracted soul. Holy Job was rescued 
from poverty and affliction by confidence in God’s power. The 
penitent thief received Paradise as his reward for his faith in 
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Christ. Mary Magdalene.won a place in the category of the 
saints through penance and love. So the sinner who returns to 
his Father’s house will receive naught but kindness. “As I live, 
saith the Lord, I desire not the death of the wicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live” (Ezech., xxxiii). “So I say 
to you, there shall be joy before the Angels of God, upon one 
sinner doing penance” (Luke, xv, 10). 


Poverty, sickness, sorrow are the heritage of our race. Some, 
inspired by love of the Master, offer up these afflictions in atone- 
ment for sin, thereby laying up treasures for themselves in 
Heaven. Others despair and cry out against the justice of the 
Creator. Yet a prayer to Him who stilled the tempest on the 
Lake of Genesareth will bring peace to their troubled souls and 
enable them to endure the disappointments of life with Christian 
fortitude. Christ's power has not diminished. His love for man 


has not grown cold. During the days of His missionary life 
He consoled the afflicted, healed the sick, raised the dead to life. 
So to-day He is ever ready to calm the tempest and to restore 
peace to weary and distracted hearts. “And the Lord will help 
them and deliver them: and He will rescue them from the wicked 
and save them, because they have hoped in Him” (Ps., xxxvi, 40). 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD 


“Gather up first the cockle, and bind it into bundles to burn, but the wheat 
gather ye into my barn.”—Matt., xiii, 30. 


There are many supernatural mysteries in our holy faith which 
the weak and finite intellect of man cannot comprehend. The 
Blessed Trinity, the Incarnation, the Redemption are great re- 
vealed truths which every Christian must believe although he 
cannot grasp their inner nature nor fully understand the coherence 
and agreement of all that is contained in them. He can only 
express these truths by analogies and successfully confute the 
objections raised against them. For in the present life he sees 
the things of God “through a glass and in a dark manner.” It 
is only when he shall see Him, “face to face,” that he will under- 
stand, “the depth of the riches of the wisdom and of the 
knowledge of God.’”’ Even the providence of the Creator in 
dealing with His creatures is frequently an abstruse problem. 
His mercy and patience with sinners are frequently misunder- 
stood. Why are the perverse allowed to enjoy ease and pros- 
perity in this life while pious souls endure poverty and privation? 
Why does not the Lord exterminate these sinners and confer 
their honors and riches on those laboring faithfully in His vine- 
yard? “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord. For as the Heavens are exalted above 
the earth, so are my ways exalted above your ways, and my 
thoughts above your thoughts” (Is., lv, 8, 9). 

God is Eternal. To Him all things are present; there is no past 
or future. He had no beginning, He will have no end. He deals 
not with time, but with eternity. A few short years in this world 
seem an interminable period to man, since time is the measure 
of his existence. To God, however, the centuries which have 
elapsed since the creation are only a few fleeting moments, and 
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the years of man’s life on earth are as nothing. Man has been 
placed here to work out his eternal salvation. The Creator has 
endowed him with free will. He can serve the Lord and thereby 
merit for himself eternal bliss. Poverty, sickness, toil—the 
heritage of the children of Adam—will be his portion. Yet, these 
are only stepping stones to future rewards. He can enjoy the 
forbidden fruits of life and neglect the worship of the Creator, 
Happiness and peace in the perverted sense may be his lot. Yet 
these few years are insignificant in the eyes of God. He permits 
the sinner to run his course until the great day of reckoning 
comes. Then all mystery shall cease, the justice of God will shine 
before all men. The sorrows and privations of the faithful will 
be their passports to eternal bliss, the sinful pleasures and dreary 
triumphs of the wicked, millstones, dragging them down to ever- 
lasting perdition. On that day of days the Master will say to the 
reapers: “Gather up first the cockle, and bind it into bundles to 
burn; but the wheat gather ye into my barn” (Maitt., xiii, 30). 


As the master would not permit his servants to gather up the 
cockle, lest in so doing they might root up also the wheat, so the 
Lord does not employ human agents nor human methods in 
separating the sinner from the just. Man’s judgment is no- 
toriously erroneous, especially in discerning virtue or vice in his 
fellow men. Cruelty and injustice, suspicion and malice, im- 
moderate and misguided zeal, have often pointed the finger of 
inquiry at innocent creatures and brought sorrow and despair to 
their souls. Sinners, steeped in crime, seeing the mote in their 
neighbor’s eye, oblivious of the beam in their own, are usually 
the sternest judges. The Pharisees, eaten by zeal for the law, 
were about to stone the woman taken in adultery. The Master, 
stooping, wrote in the dust: “He that is without sin. among you, 
let him first cast a stone at her” (John, viii, 7). The circle of 


critics quickly faded away. In the eyes of men they were fair to 
behold; under the scrutiny of Him who knows all hearts, they 











SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF THE YEAR 


were whitened sepulchres. So the Lord in His goodness and 
mercy will permit the wheat and the cockle to grow side by side 
until the harvest time. Then His justice shall be revealed. The 
wicked shall suffer for all eternity, the just shall enjoy the bless- 
ings which He hath prepared for those who serve Him faithfully 
and well. 

Let us not envy the wicked in their pleasures or prosperity. It 
is only temporal. Let us rather endure patiently trials and dis- 
appointments, that we may have eternal bliss with Christ. Let 
us not murmur against the apparent contradictions of this world, 
or the mysteries of life. God’s providence watches over the 
lilies of the field and the birds of the air. “How much more 
you, O, ye of little faith? Seek ye, therefore, first the kingdom 
of God, and His justice, and all these things shall be added unto 
you” (Matt., vi, 28, 33). 





TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 


“The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a mustard-seed, which a man took and 
sowed in his field.”—Matt., xiii, 31. 


The mustard-seed was the smallest seed known to the Jewish 
farmer. Yet from this tiny seedling grew up a mighty tree with 
many branches affording shelter to the birds of the air. Christ 
employed this parable to illustrate the future growth and develop- 
ment of His Church. As the diminutive mustard-seed grew into 
a mighty tree, spreading its branches on every side, giving shelter 
to the fowls of the air, so the New Dispensation from humble 
beginnings would expand over the entire earth, spreading its 
branches over every nation, beneath whose shade all might find 
rest and peace and consolation. 

To those who listened to His inspired words this prophecy 
seemed only an idle boast. The Master was the reputed son of 
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a simple Jewish maiden and a poor carpenter. He had been born 
in poverty in a stable at Bethlehem. He had grown up with the 
children of the poor in the little village of Nazareth. He had 
labored in the workshop with His foster father to eke out a pre- 
carious existence. He had neither education, wealth, nor social 
position. His friends and companions were the poor, the sorrow- 
ful, the afflicted. His messengers to the religious world were 
cowardly, ignorant fishermen. The Scribes and Pharisees, lead- 
ers of Jewish religion and thought, despised Him and derided 
His doctrines. They accused Him of conspiring against the 
religion of Moses and the authority of Rome. He was con- 
demned to death by a representative of Cesar at the instigation. 
of the leaders of Israel. A common thief and murderer was pre- 
ferred before Him and given liberty and pardon. He died the 
death of a slave with two thieves as His companions in misery. 
It was rumored that He had risen from the dead and had ap- 
peared to many. His enemies retorted that the Apostles had 
stolen His body while the guards slept. Huis followers took heart 
when they saw Him in their midst after His resurrection. Yet 
when He left them on Ascension Day they hid themselves, fearful 
lest the enemy might apprehend and kill them. They had only 
one hope, the promise of the Master that He would send them 
the Paraclete to strengthen their faith and teach them all things 
necessary for their Divine mission. In fear and trembling they 
remained in the upper chamber waiting for the fulfillment of 
His promise. 

On Pentecost morn the Spirit of God came down upon them. 
No longer affrighted they went forth valiantly, preaching Christ 
and Him crucified. Imprisonment, stripes, persecution, death 
were their rewards. The power of the Roman state was invoked 
against them. The sands of the Colosseum ran red with the blood 
of her martyrs. The waters of the Tiber were polluted by the 

bodies of the saints, but all in vain. The power of God prevailed 
over, the designs of man. Three centuries after the going forth 
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of the Apostles, a Christian Emperor was seated on the throne 
of the Caesars and Christianity had triumphed. Heresy and 
schism deluded many of her children and led them from her fold, 
ambitious rulers threatened her very existence and tried to usurp 
the prerogatives of her hierarchy, false and corrupt ministers 
endeavored to betray her, but Christ was with His Church and 
she rose glorious from impending ruin. When the barbarians 
of the north descended with fire and sword on the fairest portion 
of her domains, she met them with the Cross and the Gospel 
and changed them from men of rapine and blood into defenders 
of civilization, education and religion. 


The light burden and sweet yoke of Christ were irksome to 
many rulers and their subjects. They rejected the doctrines of 
' the Master and formulated human creeds, less burdensome and 
exacting. Whole nations deserted the ship of Peter and enrolled 


themselves beneath the banner of revolt. The loyal and devoted 
ministers and devotees of the ancient faith were persecuted and 
reviled. Hostile armies made war on her children. Her 
churches were seized, her altars desecrated, her saints and relics 
dishonored, her doctrines reviled. It seemed as if the Church 
‘of Christ had run her race and was about to expire. Yet two 
centuries later she had won back many of her misguided subjects 
and was stronger, purer, holier than before this irreligious re- 
bellion was born. Infidelity and irreligion became popular, her 
teachings were ridiculed and maligned as antiquarian and mis- 
leading. Yet when the storm had passed, the bark of Peter rode 
triumphantly on the deep, unscathed by winds and waves. 


In our own times we have seen the Church of Christ assailed 
most violently by her enemies from within and without. The 
temporal possessions of her supreme ruler have been confiscated 
and he is a prisoner in his own city The eldest daughter of the 
Church has proven recreant to her title and persecutes her own 
fond mother. The so-called Man of Blood and Iron attempted 
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to destroy her liberties and minimize her powers.) Hostile so- 


cieties have arisen sworn to accomplish her ruin. False prophets 
and false teachers have endeavored to corrupt her teachings and 
cast aspersions on her policies. History and literature are hand- 
maids in the campaign of calumny and misrepresentation. Yet 
the spouse of Christ still teaches the nations of the earth, still 
safeguards the eternal truths of God, still sends forth mission- 
aries as valiant as the Apostles to carry the light of faith to 
heathen people. 

States and rulers may pass away, but the Church of Christ can 
never fail. She has seen the rise, development and ruin of many 
nations. She was old when the modern nations of Europe arose, 
she will be hale and hearty when their history is only a memory. 
To-day she is as vigorous as when she rescued Europe from the 
barbarian hordes, when she combatted error and heresy during 
the great irreligious upheaval of the sixteenth century. The 
tiny mustard-seed, planted so many centuries ago in the fertile 
soil of Palestine, has grown into a mighty tree which will endure 
forever. For Christ will be with His Church all days, even to the 
consummation of the world, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against her. 





TWENTY-SEVENTH AND LAST SUNDAY AFTER 
PENTECOST 


FALSE PROPHETS 


“For there shall arise false Christs and false prophets, and shall show 
great signs and wonders, insomuch as to deceive (if possible) even the elect. 
—Matt., xxiv, 24. 


God made man to know Him, to love Him and to serve Him 
in this world and to be happy with Him forever in Heaven. He 
has sent him divinely appointed teachers, the bishops and priests 
of His Church, to guide him along the way of life and to warn 
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him against temptations and dangers. He has given him grace 
sufficient to overcome the allurements of sin and to attain the end 
for which he was created. Yet from the very beginning he has 
listened to the voice of false teachers and false prophets, has neg- 
lected the service of the Master and frequently has lost his eternal 
reward. 


The first representative of the race forfeited innocence and 
holiness and was driven from the terrestrial paradise. The arch 
enemy of mankind tempted him to become as God, knowing good 
and evil. He fell from grace and brought labor, sorrow, sickness 
and death to all his progeny. The seed of Abraham was chosen 
to be the children of light, to preserve the knowledge of the one 
true God, to worship Him as their Father and to magnify His 
Name among the Gentiles. God led them out of the house of 
bondage and gave them the promised land as their inheritance. 
For their moral guidance special laws were framed. Prophets 
came to recall His promises, to warn them against the vices and 
errors of pagan nations. Yet they sighed for the forbidden 
pleasures of the land of their captivity, and knelt in adoration 
before the graven images of their idolatrous neighbors. As- 
syrian, Babylonian, Egyptian, invaded their territory and carried 
their children into exile. Persecution only chastened them for 
atime. Again they forgot their allegiance to Jehovah and the 
Mistress of the World came to destroy their national life and to 
reduce their children to servitude. 


Christ, the Son of God, came to regenerate the human family. 
His doctrines, His miracles, His sanctity proclaimed Him the 
long expected Messiah. Yet His own people listened to false 
prophets—the Scribes and Pharisees—and rejected the teachings 
of the Lamb of God. He died on the cross, with the mocking 
jeers and blasphemous cries of His deluded children ringing in 
His ears. He sent forth His Apostles to found His Church, to 
teach all nations. By their courage and zeal they brought the 
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civilized world under the sweet yoke of the Master. Their suc- 
cessors were filled with the same spirit and the kingdom of Christ 
on earth increased and multiplied. Yet false teachers arose 
preaching erroneous doctrines. Ambitious and unscrupulous 
rulers usurped the prerogatives of His chosen messengers and 
formulated new and strange creeds. Mercenary and unfaithful 
clerics scandalized the little ones of the flock and led many astray, 
Atheistic and immoral authors planted the seeds of infidelity and 
irreligion in the minds of the unthinking. By their allurements 
these false teachers deceived many of the faithful and led them 
to eternal ruin. This has been the history of mankind from the 
beginning and will be so until the end. In the last days of the 
world, the Lord tells us: ‘There shall arise false Christs and false 
prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch as 
to deceive (if possible) even the elect.” 


In our own times false preachers lead many from the straight 
and narrow path. They reject the teaching authority of the 
Church, deny Divine revelation, and heap calumny on the in- 
spired truths of faith. Religion is archaic; humanity is the 
proper study for mankind. Under the guise of social and educa- 
tional reform they attack religion and morality, undermine the 
foundations of faith, destroy civic virtue and patriotism, trans- 
form men into selfish and disloyal monsters, with no love for 
God or country. 


Man’s corrupt and weak nature is frequently a false prophet 
leading him from the service of God. The temptations of the 
world are most alluring, the yoke of religion weighty, he ad- 
mires the pleasures of life and longs to escape from the thraldom 
of restraint. He neglects prayer and the Sacraments and heeds 
not the voice of God speaking to him through the priests of His 
Church. He falls into sin and despair, and unless supernatural 
grace intervenes, jeopardizes his eternal salvation. 


From the cradle to the grave false teachers menace the human 
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family. Yet Christ has warned the faithful against their attacks 
and insinuations. ‘By their fruits ye shall know them.” Those 
who teach doctrines contrary to the Gospels of Christ are enemies 
of His Church and His children and must be shunned. Prayer 
and the Sacraments are the weapons He has forged to defend 
His followers from these insidious attacks. His teachers, the suc- 
cessors of the Apostles, are the true teachers, the true prophets 
who will guide them through the obstacles of life and bring them 
to the goal of their hopes and wishes—the eternal Kingdom of 
Heaven. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


FIRST FRIDAY TALKS 
BY THE REV. JOHN CORBETT, S.J. 


EDITOR OF “THE MESSENGER OF THE SACRED HEART” 


THE ORIGIN OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


It is now over two hundred and twenty-five years since our 
Divine Lord made known to Blessed Margaret Mary Alacoque 
His desire that she should celebrate the first Friday of each 
month as a special day of consecration to His Sacred Heart. 
Thank God, hundreds of thousands of devoted Catholics are 
every month answering this appeal from the Heart of Christ. 


We must not, however, rest content until the practice of this de- 
votion has been adopted by every Catholic in the world, and we 
must do our best to act as apostles for a more widespread celebra- 
tion of the First Friday. 

Blessed Margaret Mary has recorded for us in the story of her 
life, which she was obliged to write at the command of her 
Superiors, the circumstances under which our Lord’s desire was 
first made known to her. 


“Once, when the Blessed Sacrament was exposed, my soul be- 
ing absorbed in extraordinary recollection, Jesus Christ, my sweet 
Master, presented Himself to me. . . . He unfolded to me the 
inexplicable marvels of His pure love and the extreme to which 
He had carried it in loving men from whom He received only 
ingratitude.” 

“*This,’ He said, ‘I feel more keenly than all that I suffered in 
My Passion, the more so, that if they but made Me some return 
of love I would esteem as little all that I have done for them and 
would wish, if it were possible, to do even more; but they show 
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Me only coldness and scornful indifference in return for all My 
eagerness to do them good. 


“Do thou, at least, give Me pleasure by supplying, as far as 
thou art able, for their ingratitude. . . . I will be thy strength; 
fear not, but be attentive to My voice and to what I ask of thee 
to prepare thee for the accomplishment of My designs. First, 
thou shalt receive Me in the Blessed Sacrament as often as 
obedience will permit thee, in spite of the mortification and hu- 
miliation that may come to thee on this account; these thou must 
receive as pledges of My love. Moreover, thou shalt go to Holy 
Communion on every First Friday of the month.’ ”’ 


When the humble nun manifested this revelation to her Su- 
perior and requested permission to do as our Lord wished, she 
was told to ask our Lord, as a sign of Divine favor, the complete 
restoration of her health. This sign was granted, and the Su- 
perior immediately allowed her to begin the practice of receiving 
the Communion of Reparation on the First Friday. 


Another Superior, appointed later on, thought it prudent to 
revoke this permission, and as a result Blessed Margaret Mary 
was instructed by our Lord to express His displeasure. ‘Tell thy 
Superior that she has displeased Me greatly in this, that to please 
creatures she has not feared to cause Me displeasure by pro- 
hibiting the Communion which I had ordered thee to receive on 
every First Friday of each month to satisfy the Divine Justice, 
by offering Me to My eternal Father, through the merits of My 
Sacred Heart, for the faults committed against charity.” When 
the Superior was told this she withdrew the prohibition. 


The First Fridays were, for the well-beloved disciple of the 
Sacred Heart, days of wonderful graces, on which our Lord 
deigned to manifest to her the secrets of His love. She wrote to 
Father Rolin: “I could not live a moment without suffering. It 
is true that I would often fail if our Lord did not support me by 
special grace and it was for the purpose of obtaining this grace, 
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it seems to me, that He commanded me to communicate every 
First Friday, or rather for the purpose of repairing, as far as | 
could, the injuries He has received in the Blessed Sacrament dur- 
ing the month.” 


Hence, she was most desirous that others should join in the 
devotion. In the letters which are sacredly treasured by her 
Sisters of the Visitation we find frequent and earnest exhortation 
to this effect. One letter to Mother Saumaise, her former Su- 
perior, contains the following words: 


“It seems to me that you would do a thing very pleasing to God 
if you would consecrate and sacrifice yourself to the Sacred Heart, 
if you have not already done so. You should go to Holy Com- 
munion on the First Friday of the month and after Communion 
make the sacrifice of yourself to the Sacred Heart, consecrating 
your entire being to Its service and to procuring It all glory, love 
and praise in your power.” 

To Mother Soudeilles, of Moulins, she wrote: “If you desire 
to be numbered among the friends of the Sacred Heart, you must 
offer It the sacrifice of yourself on a First Friday of the month 
after Holy Communion, which you will receive for this intention.” 


The Blessed was able in a few years to record with great joy 
that at Marseilles “an incredible number of devout persons receive 
Holy Communion every First Friday,” and expressed her con- 
viction that “all who desire to honor the Sacred Heart choose 
the First Friday as the day upon which they are to pay It special 
honor.” 


From these beginnings the practice has spread to all parts of 
the world. It has met with such encouragement and commenda- 
tion from bishops of Holy Church that in some churches of our 
own country there are thousands of communicants on every 
First Friday. His Holiness Pope Leo XIII. manifested his 
approbation of special devotion on these days by allowing priests 
to say the special votive Mass of the Sacred Heart as part of the 
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devotions except on the feast days of high rank. This desire of 
Holy Church to see the First Friday worthily celebrated should 
be for all of us who love the Sacred Heart an invitation to pray 
earnestly for even fuller participation on the part of all Catholics, 
and should urge us on to promote this devotion in every way 
possible. 
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CONFERENCES FOR YOUNG MEN 


THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 
BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


XIII.—Tue Mass 


On the final day of judgment it will be clear that the best sup- 
port given to our soldiers was spiritual. Many a good Catholic 
mother will have done more to win the war than the government 
with its billions of dollars. She does it by going to Mass and by 
receiving Holy Communion. She achieves what no material 
force can achieve. She gains victory for many a soldier who dies 
on the field of battle. She gains for him the only victory that 
matters. 


In our two preceding conferences we saw that the Christian 
soldier’s early morning drill is to salute Jesus with the Sign of 
the Cross, to consecrate himself and everything he has to Him, 
to rise regularly and promptly at a fixed hour, to meditate at least 
while making his toilet, to offer formal and devout morning 
prayers, and, if possible, to attend Mass and to receive Holy 
Communion, not only on Sundays, but also on week-days. 


The Mass and Holy Communion are so important in the life 
and training of the soldier of Jesus Christ that we shall do well to 
devote several conferences to a more detailed consideration of 


them. 


The fruits of the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross 
are transported and distributed to all Christians through the 
vehicle of the Mass. At the Last Supper, on the very eve of 
Good Friday, our Lord made His last will and testament providing 
for this very method of distributing its fruits to all Christians 
unto the end of the world. He then’and there appointed His 


Apostles and, of course, their successors, the bishops and priests 
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of His Church, as the administrators, or rather executors, of 
this His last will and testament. He commanded them by virtue 
of His own power and authority to do continually what He Him- 
self had just done. ‘Do this,” He said, “for a commemoration 
of Me,” and, according to the inspired writer, St. Paul, He added, 
“For as often as you shall do these things, you shall show the 
death of the Lord until He come” (1 Cor., xi, 26). Thus He 
clearly indicated His will to continue His sacrifice through their 
agency to the end of the world. Thus He made all human beings, 
and especially Christians, the direct heirs and beneficiaries of 
His last will and testament. “Take ye and eat, for this is my 
body.” 


Protestants and other non-Catholics have unfortunately ex- 
cluded the Mass from their forms of worship, but the Mass 
benefits them in spite of themselves, especially if they are sincere. 
To admit that they are sincere is only a polite way of saying that, 
in rejecting the Mass, they know no better. But even as Christ 
on the cross prayed for His enemies in the wonderful words: 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do,” so He 
now continues to offer Himself for them in the Mass. It should 
be remembered, too, that the worst enemies of Jesus are bad 
Catholics. It cannot be said of them that they know not what 
they do, but even they receive through the Mass the grace to 
repent. How much greater benefit then must accrue to non- 
Catholics who are honest and sincere in their invincible ignorance 
regarding the Mass. 


Christian truth and charity impel us to admit that good 
Protestants derive more benefit from the Mass than bad Catholics, 
but good Protestants are always better than Protestantism. In 
fact it may be said without exaggeration that all Protestants are 
better than Protestantism, but that no Catholics are as good as 
Catholicism. Protestantism is privative negation, essentially evil, 
in the Christian system of religion. It is anarchy, that is to say, 
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private judgment, asserting itself against the official teaching 
tribunal established by Jesus Christ in His Church. “He that 
despiseth you (teaching corporation), despiseth Me.” Nowhere 
is the anarchy of Protestantism more apparent than in the rejec- 
tion of the Mass. In its radical protest against the Mass it has 
deprived itself entirely of something that has always been recog- 
nized as absolutely necessary to every religious system (even 
pagan systems); namely, sacrifice, an act of worship reserved 
exclusively for God alone. Thus is it evident that Protestantism 
is not a religious system in the strict sense at all. It is religious 
anarchy or the lack of all system and order in religion. The lack 
of sacrifice in the technical sense is doubtless the chief cause of the 
tendency of Protestantism to degenerate into materialistic and 
pantheistic monism, Christian Science and other vagaries of il- 
logical feeling and fancy. Sixty per cent. of Americans belong to 
no Church and profess no religious creed whatsoever. This new 
paganism is the result of the disintegration, the decadence, of 
Protestantism, which has not the cohesive saving force of an act 
of sacrifice, reserved jealously and exclusively for God alone. 


The great central act of religious worship in the history of 
Christianity is the Mass. The distinguished non-Catholic writer, 
Carlyle, refers to it as follows: “The Mass is the one great reality 
which will still survive in an age of unsubstantial realities.” More 
recently a great modern thinker and observer, noting the role of 
the Mass in the history, past and present, of Christian worship, 
concisely said: “It is the Mass that matters. Four centuries of 
Protestantism, perverting and prostituting English literature to 
a campaign of slander and vilification against the old Church, 
have not succeeded in losing from our language such words as 
Christmas (Christ-Mass). The oldest English literature, that 
of Chaucer and of others even earlier than he, is full of allusions 
referring to the Mass. The most sacred form of oath in England 


of old was “By the Mass.” ; ( 
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Whether offered by the Pope with all possible splendor in 





St. Peter’s or by a soldier priest in trench dugouts of the battle 

fe front, the Mass is to-day as always the one great supreme act of 

sei Catholic faith and worship. To the soldier of Jesus Christ there 

as is nothing more precious than the Mass. Truly it is the Mass 

- that matters. 

en The Old Testament of the Bible shows how the Mass was pre- 

ed figured long before the coming of Christ. The book of Genesis 

sm tells us of the sacrifices of Cain and Abel, of Noah, of Abraham 

US and the other Patriarchs. It describes various kinds of sacrifices, 

ck the holocaust, the thank offering, the peace offering and the sin 

he offering. All these sacrifices reveal themselves as meaning or 

nd intending the offering of a victim by a priest (a special religious ; 

il- representative of the people chosen or ordained for this office) q 

‘to to God alone as a solemn acknowledgment of God’s supreme | 

ew dominion over men and all other creatures. Melchisedech’s offer- 

of ing of bread and wine (Gen., xiv, 18) is a particularly striking 

act figure (prophecy by symbolism) of the Mass. About four hun- i 
dred years before Christ the Prophet Malachias (i, 11) described 

of with startling detail what the Mass was to be. He wrote the fol- 4 

¥ lowing remarkable words, remarkable because they have been so p 

ity clearly realized for nineteen hundred years: “From the rising of i 

as the sun even unto the going down my name is great among the a 

sf Gentiles and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered 

sp, in my name a clean oblation.” That prophecy is being wonder- 

of fully verified by the offering of the Mass in the Catholic Church 

a to-day. The Mass is being offered somewhere in the Church 


every minute of the twenty-four hours of the day. 


tate | 
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CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, O.P. 


XIII. Jrsus—A Giorious NAME 


Dear Brethren: No one who has the smallest realization of the 
glory of the Name of Jesus can venture to speak of the hidden 
wealth it contains without crying out with Moses: “Hear, O ye 
Heavens, the things I speak, let the earth give ear to the words 
of my mouth, Let my doctrine gather as the rain, let my speech 
distill as the dew, as a shower upon the herb, and as drops upon 
the grass. Because I will invoke the name of the Lord” (Deut, 
xxxii, 1-3). 

Now, if Moses was overpowered by the glory of the name of 
Jehovah, although the Lord was not then known as Saviour, but 
only as the Lord God of Hosts, how should we not fall down in 
adoration at the mention of the “Name of Jesus,” who from eter- 
nity had been chosen to be the Redeemer of the world! Verily, 
with St. Paul we must say that just because “He humbled Him- 
self, becoming obedient unto death, even to the death of the 
cross. For which cause God also hath exalted Him, and hath given 
Him a name which is above all names ; That in the Name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of those that are in heaven, on earth, and 
under the earth: And that every tongue should confess that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the glory of God the Father” (Phil., ii, 8-11). 

This name of glory, then, will be the object of our study this 
day—a name which stands for the person of our Redeemer, a 
name decreed from all eternity by the mouth of Infinite Wisdom, 
a name carried to this world by Gabriel, the angelic messenger of 
the Most High, a name first heard by mortal ears in that humble 
chamber of Nazareth when Mary, the fairest flower of Israel, lost, 
in adoring wonderment at the impending Incarnation, heard the 
word: “Thou shalt call His name Jesus” (Luke, i, 31). 
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In the Second Book of Kings we read the story of David, the 
poor shepherd boy who by the selection of Jehovah swung himself 
upon a royal throne, and who by sheer force of character main- 
tained himself there with credit to himself and advantage to his 
own people. Asa youthful hero he had gone out, armed only with 
his sling, to meet the giant Goliath, and with a single shot had 
brought down that well-panoplied warrior whose fame had gone 
abroad in all the country as the only invincible man of the day. 
By his spirit of peace and long-suffering, by his wisdom, prudence 
and perspicacity, by his courage and dispatch, by his willingness 
to be just and reasonable with his enemies after they had been 
beaten to their knees in unmistakable defeat, David became the 
idol of his contemporaries, a symbol for his people and a model 
for all ages of a leader and ruler of men. And the Almighty 
said to him: “I have made thee a great man, like unto the name 
of the great ones that are on the earth” (2 Kings, vii, 9). 

But if God honored David in such a signal way what name did 
the Almighty give His Son, “in whom I am well pleased” ? 

“Behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in his sleep, 
saying: Joseph, son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary, 
thy wife, for that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy Ghost. 
And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name 
Jesus. For He shall save his people from their sins” (Matt., i, 
20, 21). 

This Name of Jesus, therefore, stands for Him who not only 
overcame the world, but broke the slavery of the devil. He not only 
delivered the men of His own day from the bondage of sin, but 
all those who accept His word and cast in their lot with Him. 
Other kings have saved people from the oppressor’s iron heel, or 
have reconquered occupied territory. Jesus, the Redeemer, has 
saved the entire world from the wicked snares and bitter servitude 
of the devil. He has conquered the territory of every heart that 
believes in Him, has stormed the innermost citadel of the souls of 
all believers, has made a treaty with our souls which none can 
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break but ourselves, a treaty which He keeps with inviolable 
fidelity. In our souls, “which He has bought back with a price,” 
even the price of His own divine Blood, He establishes peace, so 
that the flowers of virtue may grow and blossom there, and He 
waters them in Holy Communion with the Blood that was 
spilled so freely for us on Calvary. Wherever His own go, 
anxious to live up to the terms of the pact which they have made 
with Him, they spread “the sweet odor of Christ,” which “is as 
an oil poured out,” so that men running “in the odor of His 
ointments” may establish the only effectual peace which this world 
may hope to see, and may succeed in making a blade of grass to 
grow where before there was nothing but pitiful waste. 


The Name of Jesus, therefore, brings before our minds that 
glorious Victor who broke the power of Satan, saved mankind 
from the slavery of sin, let in upon the world the welcome light 


that made virtue grow, and opened Christianity as the safe harbor 
for men in the storms of life. Moses delivered his people from 
the toils of the Philistines; David snatched his people from the 
nets of the Egyptians; Josua, during forty years, led his people 
through the sands of the desert into the “land flowing with milk 
and honey.” Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, leads all people through 
the pitfalls and ambuscades of this life to the eternal home beyond 
the stars. 

Reputable historians tell us that among the Romans those who 
had won a battle at sea were accorded a distinctive crown by the 
conscript fathers. Another crown was given the victorious gen- 
erals on land. But the most beautiful crown was given to the 
Roman citizen who had saved a fellow citizen from any kind 
of death. Now, Jesus Christ has saved us all from the death 
of the soul, and the crown which we place on His head in grati- 
tude is a loving reverence, a deep faith, an unshakable confidence 
in that Name of glory “in which alone there is salvation” (Acts, 
iv, 12), 





CONFERENCES FOR MARRIED WOMEN 


BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 


XXXVII. THe New Home or St. Monica 


After her marriage with Patricius, Monica entered the home of 
her husband and his people. 

The new home was in every way the very opposite of the saintly, 
quiet, peaceful home she left behind. 

For one thing, the new home was more pretentious than was the 
home in which she had spent the happy days of childhood. Where 
she had had but one old servant in her former home, now she had 
many servants. The mother of Patricius, a noble lady, was the 
mistress and queen of that household. Monica, in her simple ways, 
felt strangely out of place in that environment. 

There were various reasons. First of all, the entire household 
was Pagan. Patricius, his mother and all the servants were Pagans. 
Although it was no longer lawful to persecute Christians, the Pagan 
people distrusted and disliked the disciples of the new creed. Many 
Pagans had rejoiced in seeing the hated Christians torn by wild 
animals. Since they were deprived of this satisfaction, they sub- 
jected the Christians of those days to every sort of insult and hu- 
miliation. We may well imagine, then, that the life of Monica in 
that new home was anything but a round of enjoyment. 


Monica felt hopelessly deserted in that beautiful palace. Not a 
soul felt with her or for her. Whenever she attempted to observe 
fast or abstinence days, she was laughed at. When she practiced 
her devotions she was derided for being superstitious. Going to 
confession was considered a foolish act of telling a stranger things 
she should keep to herself. Giving alms to the sick or the poor was 
looked upon as wasting money. Every one of her steps was 
watched. Her maids were spies rather than servants who reported 
to her husband and his mother whatever Monica did in the way of 
fasting, prayer, charity, of receiving the Sacraments and attending 
Holy Mass. She was not so much the loved wife of Patricius as a 
hated prisoner of his household. 


Nor was this all. 
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The mother of Patricius had the notion shared by many mothers 
that there was but one really noble and perfect man on the face of 
the earth—and that was her son. How he could so far forget him- 
self and his high station as to marry such an ignorant, superstitious, 
simple-minded and unworldly Christian girl was beyond her under- 
standing. If anybody but her son had been guilty of such a thing 
the crime would have actually been unpardonable. But it was her 
darling son who made this mistake, and so some one else was to 
be blamed. It was the scheming of the girl’s parents, and her own 
charms that were to blame for this unfortunate alliance. All that 
could be done now was to educate the ignorant maiden and make 
something of her! 


And all this time Monica heard people say what a happy marriage 
she had entered. How lucky she was in getting this noble Patricius, 
marrying into such a great family, having so many servants and all 
the comforts and pleasures the heart could ask for! What did the 
outside world know of the heartaches of Monica! What did it 
know of the tears she cried in secret! 


Not all that glitters is gold. 


How many, or, rather, how few, others would have steadfastly 
endured what Monica suffered so heroically! 


Many might have reasoned in this manner: No matter what I try 
to do, it is taken in a wrong spirit. The servants watch my every 
step, my mother-in-law has no sympathy for me, I am losing the 
hold on my husband, I am not allowed to pray or fast or go to 
Church, or receive the Sacraments. What is the use of it all? For 
the sake of peace I will give up the struggle and try and please and 
hold my husband. What is the use of constantly fighting and having 
hard feelings when all this can be avoided by humoring the people 
with whom I must live. 


This is the very reasoning of a great many women in our day 
after they have entered a mixed marriage. Parting with their faith 
seems to be the only way to them to obtain peace and good will, or, 
rather a temporary truce. 


Not so St. Monica. She was often told that the only way for her 
to have peace, the only way for her to keep the affection of her 
husband, was to give up the foolish practices of her religion. She 
weighed all arguments and saw what so many others fail to see. 
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There was the question of deciding between an earthly peace, which 
after all is nothing but a temporary comfort, and the heavenly peace, 
the everlasting peace with God. She weighed well the consequences 
of either choice and determined to preserve her peace with God, let 
it cost what it may. And this reasoning is the only proper reason- 
ing, for the price exacted for the temporary peace was too great. 
It meant the loss of another peace that is eternal, it meant the loss 
of the soul and of its eternal happiness. St. Monica did what the 
world calls foolish. She decided to serve God at the loss of every- 
thing this world holds dear. God calls this choice wise. Here it is 
where God and the world differ. 

Almost from the very start St. Monica discovered that she did not 
possess the undivided affection of her husband. Many another wife 
would have left such a rascal. She was determined to remain and 
to win the entire household over to her faith. That was her con- 
stant wish, her prayer and her aim. 

In the course of time God blessed her with three children. None 
of them was she allowed to have baptized. She was watched so 
closely that she could not take them to church even by stealth. Yet 
she did all in her power to make them Christians at heart. For 
these children she lived and suffered and prayed. Over them she 
watched. She taught them the truths of our holy faith when she 
could do so. But it always was so easy for the servants and the 
mother-in-law to undo the good work for which she labored so 
patiently and zealously. As a reward for her sufferings, tears and 
sorrows, God granted her the favor that all three of her children 
became saints. One of them, St. Augustine, is the greatest of them, 
and even one of the greatest saints of all times. His brother and 
sister are likewise honored as saints but less known. 


Here, then, we have a picture of the married life of St. Monica. 
What a lesson, what a warning, it should be for parents who strive 
to marry their daughters to any man who happens to have enough 
money to feed, dress and shelter them. 

When most of you mothers were married you did not look for 
money, for your husbands were hard-working men. Why should 
you be so silly to sell your daughters for money! By hard work and 
the help and blessing of God you have been more or less prosperous. 
Teach your children to do the same. Love and happiness cannot be 
bought like a suit of clothes. Very often you will find more real 
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happiness in a two-room flat or in a small cottage than in the grand 
mansions of wealthy people. 


I urge you to pray to St. Monica that, through the merits of her 
tears and her sorrows, she may ask God to enlighten your minds and 
hearts that you may see the dangers to which your children and your 
children’s children are being exposed by undue hankering for 
worldly advantages and by listening to worldly advice. 











and 


her 
and 
our 
for 








SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


A COURSE OF INSTRUCTIONS IN CHRISTIAN 
DOCTRINE 


THE MEANS OF GRACE 


1. GRACE 


Every Christian ought to possess living faith, since a mere knowl- 
edge of divine truth, unaccompanied by behavior in accordance with 
it, is dead faith, and of no value in God’s sight. The consideration 
of the demands made upon us by the law, on the one hand, and of 
our own weakness and wickedness on the other, forces upon us the 
conviction that we fall far short of the standard required of us, 
and fills us with fear regarding the past and despondency regarding 
the future. Conscience tells us that we have broken the law, and 
it seems only too probable that we shall do so again. We need to 
be reassured, so that we may hope not to suffer eternally in conse- 
quence of our past sins, and to avoid such sins in future. Chris- 
tianity supplies us with the comfort and assurance that we require, 
for Jesus Christ tells us that God not only forgives our sins, but 
bestows upon us supernatural strength, which enables us to live and 
act in a way pleasing to Him. 

This supernatural strength is called divine grace; it is an un- 
merited favor, a free gift on God’s part; it is neither a consequence 
of, nor a reward for, any good action that we have performed, for 
in that case it would not be grace at all. It is given us by God in 
His goodness and mercy, in order that our innate tendency to evil 
and also evil itself may be overcome and destroyed, and a better dis- 
position, leading to true amendment, may gradually be restored in 
our hearts, and thus we may eventually attain to eternal salvation. _ 

We distinguish two kinds of grace, sanctifying and actual. The 
former makes us children of God, and strengthens the union be- 
tween us and our Creator. Actual grace is a supernatural gift, en- 
lightening our minds to see what is right, and inclining our wills 
to do and love what we perceive to be good. All that we have and 
are we owe to God. Sometimes we may think that by our industry 
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or in some other way we have contributed towards a good result, 
but more careful examination will convince us that our faculties 
and their employment, as well as the resulting success, depended 
upon circumstances over which we had no control, but which were 
arranged by God’s providence before our birth. 

Without God’s grace we cannot perform any perfectly good work, 
gaining us merit for the life to come. All our attempts to please 
God and to keep the commandments, as well as all our power to do 
right are His gifts. Hence St. Paul writes to the Philippians: “It 
is God who worketh in you, both to will and to accomplish, accord- 
ing to His good will” (ii, 13). God works within us whenever we 
plan and carry out anything good, whenever we believe divine truth 
and order our life in accordance with it, and whenever we per- 
severe in doing right and in resisting temptation. Our Lord says: 
“No man can come to me, except the Father, who hath sent me, 
draw him” (John, vi, 44) ; and St. Paul prays that God will give the 
Ephesians “‘the spirit of wisdom and of revelation, in the knowledge 
of him” (Ephes., i, 17). 

We derive great benefit from the doctrine regarding the necessity 
of grace. If ever a sense of our own weakness overpowers us, and 
we question our ability to do right, faith in God’s assistance will re- 
new our courage, so that, like St. Paul, we say: “I can do all things 
in Him who strengtheneth me” (Phil., iv, 13). If we are depressed 
by the difficulties that we encounter, the conviction that God gives 
grace and help to all who honestly strive to please Him, assures us 
that “He who hath begun a good work in us will perfect it” (Phil, 
i, 6). If pride takes possession of our hearts, suggesting thoughts 
of self-complacency, which would make us harsh towards others, 
religion reminds us of the words: “What hast thou, O man, that 
thou hast not received? Who art thou that judgest another man’s 
servant? To his own Lord he standeth or falleth. And he shall 
stand! for God is able to make him stand” (Rom., xiv, 4). 


God never withholds His help from any who really try to please 
Him. He wishes us to do right, and gives us the strength that we 
need. We receive His grace by various channels ; through the Sacra- 
ments, the teaching of Christ, or His direct influence upon our 
hearts and minds. It is a great privilege to be Christians, and we 
should show our gratitude by acknowledging our indebtedness to 
God, and by doing our best to live worthily of our high calling. 
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God’s grace does not work irresistibly, so as to force us to do 
right. We often see what is good, and do what is bad; or we make 
good resolutions, but never carry them into effect, because we act 
in direct opposition to God’s will. 


Moral amendment is undoubtedly the effect of God’s grace and 
the work of the Holy Ghost, but we are not compelled against our 
will to avoid wrong and do right. Grace acts on the mind, by 
supplying light and knowledge, and on the will by furnishing mo- 
tives and reasons. It demands, and by no means precludes our co- 
operation. It stimulates and sustains us, but we must voluntarily 
do our part towards working out our salvation. Grace does not 
destroy free will. Holy Scripture teaches that we owe God’s as- 
sistance to our Redeemer Jesus Christ, for He both begins and per- 
fects our salvation. Through Him we look forward to eternal 
happiness, and receive supernatural strength to obey God’s law. 
His merits purchase for us these and other graces, and that is why 
He says of Himself: “I am the way, the truth and the life. No 
man cometh to the Father but by me” (John, xiv, 6). 


Let us, my brethren, pray earnestly and with confidence for God’s 
grace, and come frequently to the Holy Sacraments in which we 
receive it. We must ask continually for this grace, and God will not 
refuse it to us in the Sacraments. Amen. 


2. SANCTIFYING GRACE 


“The charity of God is poured forth in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost” (Rom., v, 5). Most of the fathers think that St. Paul, when 
writing these words, referred to sanctifying grace, which renders 
us worthy of God’s love. How happy are those who know how to 
appreciate, guard and increase the grace bestowed upon them! 


Can any creature be worthy of his Creator’s love? Is it possible 
for the infinite Being, who contains within Himself all perfection, 
to find anything outside Himself that it worthy to be loved? Yes, 
it is possible, although this assertion may sound presumptuous to 
the worldly wise, who have not the faith. If we do right and pos- 
sess sanctifying grace, we deserve God’s love, because, in virtue of 
that grace, we are His friends and even His children. Jesus Christ 
Himself tells us that we can be His children. Jesus Christ Himself 
tells us that we can be His friends. “O wonderful condescension 
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of divine mercy!” exclaims St. Gregory, “we do not deserve to be 
God’s servants, and yet He calls us friends.” We do not indeed 
deserve it, as long as we live according to the flesh, but we become 
worthy as soon as sanctifying grace confers a supernatural dignity 
upon us. 


If God’s friends are worthy objects of His love, far more so are 
His children, and we become God’s children by adoption, if we 
receive the spirit of adoption. This adoption is not merely external, 
but internal and efficacious, since in virtue of it the soul is born 
anew, and endowed with fresh life and faculties. It is an adoption 
that approximates very closely to a natural birth, and is in fact a 
divine regeneration. The expression may seem exaggerated, but 
in a sense it is literally true, inasmuch as the just really participate 
in the divine nature. It is a marvelous fact that the same divine 
nature which the Father communicated to His mystically begotten 
Son, and which was united in time with the most sacred humanity 
of Jesus Christ, in another but no less real manner is united with 
the soul of every just person, who thus becomes truly the child of 
God, the brother of His only begotten Son, and consequently also 
the worthy object of His love. 

It is impossible for man to be the friend and child of God unless 
God becomes his friend and Father ; both result from the same out- 
pouring of sanctifying grace, and we cannot doubt that God really 
loves those whose friend and Father He condescends to be. _ 


When we have a friend, we delight in his company, and wish for 
him all the good things that we desire for ourselves. How exactly 
and faithfully does God fulfil the obligations of friendship! He 
associates with the just, reminding them continually of His presence 
and power, and speaks to them often in their hearts, encouraging 
and consoling them. But this is not all, for He even dwells within 
them, as in a temple consecrated to Himself. God resides in the 
soul of the just in a very special manner. Jesus says: “If any one 
love me, he will keep my word; and my Father will love him, and 
we will come to him and will make our abode with him” (John, xiv, 
23). Thus the whole adorable Trinity, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, will come and abide with us—is not this the love of a true 
friend? Moreover, it is precisely through this love that God i- 
tends to bestow upon the just all the happiness that He Himself en- 
joys. If such is His love as a friend, what will be His love as 4 
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Father? No tongue can describe the loving care with which this 
Father watches over His children, encourages them to do right, pro- 
tects them from dangers and orders everything for their spiritual 
good, Moreover, He prepares for them an inheritance in Heaven 
which their position as His adopted children entitles them to claim 
as a right. How glorious is this inheritance! how permanent and 
secure! for none can rob them of it or diminish its value. 


You understand, I hope, how much God loves the just, i. ¢., those 
who possess sanctifying grace, and you see what an inestimable 
benefit it confers, since it makes us not only worthy but actual ob- 
jects of God’s love. Let us always be on our guard to preserve this 
precious treasure; only sin can deprive us of it, but unhappily we 
are so liable to fall that we can never be sufficiently cautious, and 
when we deem ourselves safe, it comes upon us unawares.. “See 
therefore, brethren, how you walk circumspectly,” avoiding every 
occasion of evil, shunning even little faults, controlling your pas- 


‘sions, mortifying your desires, keeping watch over your senses and 


continually crucifying the flesh. Let us listen to St. Paul’s warn- 
ing, and apply these most necessary means of safeguarding our- 
selves against sin, and at the same time let us pray fervently that 
God will never withdraw His love from us. Amen. 


3. Goop Works 


Good works are of the utmost importance, since without them 
there is no truly Christian life, no justice and no salvation. But 


what is a good work? In what does the excellence of any work 
consist ? 


1. To be really good, our works must be good in themselves; it 
is obvious that a thistle does not bear figs, and what is in itself bad 
can never under any circumstances be good. For instance, it can- 
not be right to steal money in order to spend it in charity. There- 
fore it is a mistake to suppose that our works are good if we have 
a good intention; the works in themselves must be at least permis- 
sible, if not actually good. 


2. For a man’s works to be truly good, he must have a good in- 
tention. A good intention cannot render an action, that is bad in 
Itself, good; nor can an action, that is good in itself, be considered 
a good work if it is performed with a bad intention. For instance, 
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almsgiving is in itself good, but if a man gives alms in order to be 
praised, his action is not a good work, because his intention is base, 
No action is good that is performed from motives of self-gratifica- 
tion or self-advantage. Hence our Lord warns us not to seek the 
praise of men, lest we lose the merit of our good works. 


What do we mean by a good intention? It is primarily love of 
God, and then love of goodness and love of our neighbor. 


3. Finally, if a work is to be good, it must be done in Christ, 
What does this mean? The works of the old man are all done in 
sin and injustice; those of the new man, our Redeemer, are works 
of justice. We are required to put on Christ, and work in Him, 
and then our actions will be just. When we speak of working in 
Christ we mean acting in conformity with His commands, in His 
spirit, whilst being ourselves in the state of grace. If we act thus, 
our Saviour works in us. 

Unless we are to be for ever miserable, we must do good works. 
We must be good trees bearing good fruit, and rooted in Christ by 
faith and charity. If we are justified in and through Him, our 
works cannot fail to be good and just. 


4. Goop INTENTIONS 


When we do any work, everything depends upon our intention, 
the object that we have in view. If our intention is pure, and if 
God is the aim and object of all our undertakings, we have no rea- 
son to fear; but if our intentions are impure and sinful, if we have 
some other aim and object apart from God, we may well fear for the 
result. As I said, everything depends upon our intention. 


Whatever we do for God’s sake is good, for just as everything 
proceeds from Him, so must everything ultimately be referred to 
Him; He is the beginning and the end of all creatures, and man 
should intend to conform in all his actions to God’s will, and to do 
everything in the name and for the glory of God. Such an inten- 
tion is good in itself, and its results are also good. If you turn to 
God before engaging in your daily work, and offer up to Him al 
your difficulties, resolving to refrain from sin during the day; if, as 
you work, you ask His aid and the preservation of your health and 
strength ; if you tolerate no disorder in your household, but by word 
and example encourage your dependents to serve God faithfully; if 
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SERMONS FOR THE CHILDREN’S MASS 


you make a good use of His gifts and of your abundance give alms 
for the benefit of the poor and for the glory of God—then your 
intention is good, and, its results being also good, your business will 
prosper, and you will live in peace and happiness, perceiving God’s 
help in and blessing on all your undertakings. 


Train up your children in the right way, provide them with op- 
portunities of education; keep them, as long as you can, from oc- 
casions of sin and bad companions; teach them to be industrious 
and show them that nothing in the world will make them happy, 
unless they love God and do their duty. Pray God daily to be the 
Father of your children, and to watch over them always. If you 
have these good intentions with regard to your children, you may be 
sure that they will love and honor you, and be your comfort and 
support in your old age. They will be faithful servants of God, 
and some day will with you enjoy eternal happiness in heaven. 


Be careful for your own spiritual welfare, and remember that 
you were created not for this world, but for the next, and must be 
solicitous for eternity rather than for your temporal prosperity. 
Make it your delight to pray and to receive the Sacraments; avoid 
for love of God all occasions of sin, and waste no opportunity that 
occurs of doing good. In this way your intentions will be good, and 
God will enlighten your mind and help you to amend your faults, by 
giving you His grace to guide you in all that you undertake. 


Bear with patience the trials of this life, remembering that they 
are all sent by God, and that as Christians we ought to suffer some- 
thing for love of Jesus Christ, who suffered so much for our sake. 
Thus you will have a good intention in your sorrows, and God will 
help you to bear your cross, supplying you with inward consolation, 


and bringing you at last by way of the cross to your home i 
heaven, LA 


You see how good intentions have good results, and if you make 
God your aim in all things, your intentions cannot fail to be good. 
Direct your thoughts to Him before beginning any work, and say: 
“Lord, in Thy name, for Thy glory and love of Thee I desire to do 
all my work. All my intentions and thoughts tend towards Thee, 
and with Thy help I will begin and end my task.” Speak thus to 


God, and you will soon see the results of your good intentions. 
Amen. 
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COLLECTANEA 


THE INSTALLATION OF RIGHT REV. BISHOP TIHEN 
OF DENVER, COLO. 


BY THE RIGHT REV. JOHN P. CARROLL, BISHOP OF HELENA, MONT, 


You have witnessed the solemn installation of Rt. Rev. John 
Henry Tihen as Bishop of Denver. The Administrator of the Dio- 
cese, who has held the reins of government since they fell from the 
hands of the late lamented Bishop Matz, received the new Bishop 
at the entrance to the sanctuary and led him to his throne, thus 
symbolizing the transmission of authority to him whom Rome has 
selected to rule the destinies of this diocese. In their turn, the 
clergy approached the throne, kissed the ring of the new Bishop 
and, placing their hands in his, repeated the solemn promise they 
made on the morning of their ordination: “I promise thee and thy 
successors reverence and obedience.” This obeisance of the clergy 
is the chief feature of the installation. It is the one great consola- 
tion of the Bishop as he takes upon his shoulders the burden of Dio- 
cesan administration. It is the guarantee of the success of his work. 
For, the loyalty of the priests insures the loyalty of the people, and 
when Bishop, priests and people work together, there is nothing that 
can withstand the onward march of the cause they espouse. Bishop, 
priests and people are the three strands of a spiritual cable capable 
of lifting with ease a load of religious responsibility that would re- 
sist their divided efforts. 


Episcopal authority, then, is the object-lesson of this ceremony. 
Whence is that authority and what is its nature, that multitudes 
should throng this Cathedral, and gladly assent to the acknowledg- 
ment of it by their spiritual leaders? Does it come from priests or 
people? Through spiritual or temporal rulers? No, Brethren, it 
comes directly from God. Our Holy Father the Pope, as visible 
head of the Church, selects the persons and determines the field of 
their jurisdiction, but it is the Holy Ghost who in the sacred rite of 
consecration “appoints Bishops to rule the Church of God.” By 
consecration the Bishop becomes a successor of the Apostles and 
receives from Christ the Apostolic commission: “Go ye into the 
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whole world and preach the Gospel to every creature.” “Going, there- 
fore, teach all nations all things whatsoever I have commanded you. 
And behold I am with you all days even to the consummation of the 
world.” “As the Father hath sent me, I also send you.” “He that 
heareth you, heareth me; and he that despiseth you, despiseth me.” 
If there is any authority on earth that should command the reverence 
and obedience of priests and people, it is the authority of the Bishop. 
For he rules and teaches by right divine. Your new Bishop will be 
a ruler, firm and gentle. Through synod and pastoral letter and by 
word of mouth he will apply the great Canon Law of the Church to 
the needs of his diocese, hewing to the line of order and discipline. 
But he will not be unmindful of the words of the prayer the officiat- 
ing prelate offered up for him on the day of his consecration: “Give 
him, O Lord, the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven that he may use, 
and not glory in, a power which thou bestowest for edification, and 
not for destruction.” “The bruised reed he will not break, the 
smoking flax he will not extinguish.” Bishop Tihen is not an un- 
tried man. His past record gives assurance that he will be with his 
priests and people in every undertaking which makes for the glory 
of God and the exaltation of Holy Mother Church. 


That your new Bishop will be a preacher I need not tell you who 
heard him so often from this very pulpit. Realizing the importance 
of the law of the Council of Trent that “the chief office of the 
Bishop is to preach”—a law which receives fresh emphasis in the 
new code of Pius X. and Benedict XV.—he will see to it that his 
spokesmen and representatives, the priests of the diocese, worthily 
echo his teachings. For he will be to them a model and an inspira- 
tion in the manner of “rightly handling the word of God.” Like the 
Apostle of the Gentiles, he will come before the people, “not in lofti- 
ness of speech, nor in the persuasive words of human wisdom, but 
in the showing forth of the spirit and power.” Like the Master, he 
will speak “as one having authority.” 


Standard bearer of religious authority, the Bishop comes in close 
contact with the authority of the State. For his subjects are also the 
subjects of the State. What is his attitude towards that authority? 
None other than that of Christ Himself Who bids His followers “to 
tender to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things 
that are God’s.” None other than that of St. Paul who said: “Let 
every soul be subject to the higher power: for there is no power bt 
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from God: and those that are, are ordained of God. Therefore he 
that resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God. And they 
that resist, purchase to themselves damnation. . . . Wherefore, be 
subject of necessity, not only for wrath, but also for conscience 
sake.” The new Bishop, therefore, will teach that as the Church is 
supreme in things spiritual, so is the State supreme in things tem- 
poral; that each power is independent in its own sphere; that while 
the people may choose their form of government and elect their 
rulers, still, once elected these latter derive their power, not from 
the people, but from God, and, therefore, rule by right divine. 
Hence obedience to the civil authorities is as sacred a duty as obe- 
dience to the ecclesiastical authorities, and it is a great sin to dis- 
obey the former, just as it is a great sin to disobey the latter. For 
they that resist the civil power, “purchase to themselves damnation.” 
This teaching of the Catholic Church handed down by her Bishops 
from Christ and His Apostles, has transformed patriotism into a 
religious virtue and placed the love of country next to love of God. 


For American Catholics obedience to the civil authorities is not 
only a religious obligation; it is an obligation imposed by common 
gratitude. In America there is no legal union of Church and State, 
but there is a union of mutual understanding and friendly coopera- 
tion. Congress makes no establishment of religion, neither does it 
prevent the free exercise thereof. Nay, more, it guarantees each 
citizen protection in the practice of the religion of his choice. It is 
to this freedom and protection that the Church owes in a large 
measure the giant strides she has made in America. Because of this 
freedom and protection, our persecuted forefathers in the faith left 
the lands of religious tyranny, and with generous hearts and gen- 
erous hands built up here a Church which has become the very bul- 
wark of the republic. No wonder Catholics love America. No 
wonder they fought her battles from 1776 to 1898. No wonder they 
are to-day sending their sons, in numbers far beyond their propor- 
tion of the population, to defend the honor of America’s proud ban- 
ner and to make the whole world safe for democracy. To teach the 
Catholics of Colorado their obligation of gratitude to America, your 
new Bishop’s first act as a citizen of Denver was a substantial con- 
trihation to our country’s great loan for liberty. Colorado may rest 
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assured that patriotism as well as religion will here be safe in the 
keeping of John Henry Tihen. 

In conclusion, I beg of you to pray with me for your new Bishop 
and for the success of his administration. In the language of the 
Church, let us ask for him the gift of fortitude, that he may measure 
up to the high standard of episcopal perfection, “being made a pat- 
tern of his flock from the heart”—fortitude, that he may rule the 
priests and people this day committed to his care in the spirit of the 
Good Shepherd, tempering justice with mercy—fortitude, that he 
may feed his flock with the Holy Sacraments and the food of sound 
doctrine, influenced neither by fear nor favor. May he be lifted up 
above the sordid considerations of earthly renown and material 
gain, that, solicitous only for the extension of Christ’s Kingdom, he 
may cause the Holy Name of Jesus to be glorified throughout the 
length and breadth of his new jurisdiction. Stet et pascat in forti- 
tudine tua Domine, in sublimitate nominis tui. 





PASTORAL PART 





ROMAN DOCUMENTS FOR THE MONTH 


Pope Benedict XV. issues letters of congratulation to Rev. In- 
nocent Lopez, Vicar General of the Order of Our Lady of Mercy, 
at the approach of the seventh centenary of the foundation of the 
Order. The Holy Father reviews briefly the great work the Order 
has done in the seven hundred years of its existence, originally for 
the redemption of Christians from slavery in Mohammedan and 
other nations and in works of Christian charity and mercy 
generally (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. x, pag. 277). 


The S. Congregation of the Holy Office rules that the following 
propositions in reference to the knowledge of the Soul of Christ 
cannot safely be taught: 

1. It is not certain that in the soul of Christ whilst He was on 
earth there was the knowledge which the blessed enjoy. 

2. The opinion which holds that the soul of Christ was free 
from all ignorance and from the beginning knew all things in the 
Word, past, present and future, or in other words, all that God 
knows by His scientia visionis, is an uncertain one. 

3. The opinion of some modern theologians which limits the 
knowledge of the soul of Christ is not less worthy of acceptance 
in Catholic schools than the more ancient opinion which holds that 
knowledge to be universal (Acta Ap. Sedis, vol. x, pag. 282). 


The S. Congregation of the Religious states that it will be nec- 
essary to correct the Rules and Constitutions of religious Orders 
and Congregations of any kind in those points in which they are 
contrary to the Code. All religious of papal law as well as all 
diocesan Congregations and also Societies of men and women 
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leading a community life without vows are held to have their 
Rules and Constitutions revised and the revision is to be subjected 
to the Holy See for approval. Several copies of the Rules and 
Constitutions are to be sent to the S. Congregation (Acta Ap. 
Sedis, vol. x, pag. 290). 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woywon, O.F.M. 





ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS 





NOTICE. 


Tue Homiveric Monracy respectfully requests the clergy to 
send in Queries in reference to matters of Canon Law, Moral and 
Pastoral Theology for discussion in its pages. Only such queries 
as are accompanied by full name and address of sender will receive 
consideration. It shall be left to the judgment of the editors 
whether the name of the inquirer is to be published ; requests not 
to do so will be duly heeded. Queries which for good and 
obvious reasons are judged to be offensive will be ignored. 


The Answers to Questions will begin to appear in our next 
issue. 
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RECENT STUDIES ON THE NEW CODE 


FACULTIES OF THE BISHOPS AND HOW FAR THEY 
CAN BE COMMUNICATED TO THE PRIESTS 


The new Code of Canon Law contains a number of faculties. 
which were formerly granted to the bishops of the various coun- 
tries in the form of special concession, either for a specified number 
of cases or a definite period of time. These were the so-called 
Formulae of Faculties. The Consistorial Congregation by decree 
of April 25, 1918, declared that in as much as the former Formulae 
of Faculties had become superfluous and even tended to cause 
confusion of the discipline of the Church since in many points 
they were at variance with the rules of the Code, these Formulae 
and all the faculties granted through them were considered abol- 
ished from May 18th, 1918. If, however, the notice of this decree 
should not have reached the bishops before that date and they 
should have granted dispensations and other favors in virtue of 
the Formulae, the Holy See ratifies such actions, but if the dis- 
pensation has not yet been made use of, for instance a dispensation 
for marriage where marriage has been delayed, the dispensation 
is void from the day that the bishop received notice of this decree. 
This decree on the revocation of faculties does not concern the 
bishops, vicars and prefects apostolic subject to the S. Congre- 
gation of the Propaganda, as this Congregation itself is to modify 
the faculties of the Ordinaries subject to its jurisdiction so as to 
bring them into harmony with the Code. Furthermore, the said 
decree does not abolish faculties for the internal forum obtained 
from the S. Penitentiary and other concessions made to Ordinaries 
on account of the present war or for other special reasons. 


We will here point out the most important faculties granted to 
the bishops in the Code and indicate which faculties they may 
communicate to their priests. 
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The bishops nen the power to choose for esuttions and their 
household as confessor any priest and if this priest should not 
have jurisdiction, they can confer it upon him. Such a priest can 
absolve from all sins and censures reserved to the Holy See with 
the exception of those reserved specialissimo modo and the cen- 
sures attached to revelations of secrets of the Holy Office. He 
can also absolve from the diocesan reservations. 

The bishops have the faculty to preach in any diocese with at 
least the presumed consent of the local Ordinary. 

The bishops may say a private Mass on Holy Thursday and 
three Masses on Christmas night, provided they have a legitimate 
excuse not to celebrate in the cathedral, for under ordinary cir- 
cumstances the bishop of the diocese is to pontificate in the 
cathedral church on these days. If the bishop on the days men- 
tioned does not celebrate Holy Mass himself, he may have a 
priest say these Masses in his presence. 


BLESSING OF RELIGIOUS ARTICLES 


The bishops may bless rosaries and other prayer beads, crosses, 
medals, statues, scapulars approved by the Holy See, and impose 
them without the obligation of having the names enrolled. The 
blessing of religious objects with the so-called apostolic indul- 
gences includes the indulgence of a happy death and numerous 
partial and plenary indulgences to be gained on various days or for. 
various pious deeds by those who reverently keep or carry these 
sacred articles. The blessing for imparting the apostolic indul- 
gences to religious articles is done by merely making the sign of 
the cross over the objects with this intention. If the beads, medals, 
etc., are to be blessed with other indulgences for which a special 
formula of blessing is prescribed, this formula must be used by 
bishops, and also the various formulas for the blessing of the dif- 
ferent scapulars have to be employed by bishops, while Cardinals 
may bless all these various religious articles solo signo cructs, by 
the sign of the cross alone. 
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May the bishops grant these faculties for the blessing of re- 
ligious objects, beads, scapulars, etc., to their priests? Accord- 
ing to the general principles acknowledged by the Code, 
the faculties which are habitually conceded to the bishops 
by the Holy See can be subdelegated unless a restriction is ex- 
pressly put in the concession itself. Wherefore there seems to be 
no reason why the bishops cannot communicate these faculties to 
their priests. In reference to the scapulars, however, it is the 
common rule that priests who receive the faculty to enroll indi- 
viduals must have the names entered in a near-by church where 
a confraternity of the respective scapular is established. The 
bishops are free from this obligation. 


BLESSING OF THE STATIONS OF THE WAY OF THE Cross 


The bishops may bless the Stations of the Way of the Cross in 
churches, oratories, even private ones, and in other holy places 
with all the indulgences granted by the Holy See for this pious 
exercise. The formula in the Roman Ritual is to be employed by 
the bishops while Cardinals have the privilege to bless the 
Stations sub unica benedictione. The phrase sub unica bene- 
dictione very likely is to be interpreted in this sense that the 
Cardinals are not held to the formula of blessing in the Roman 
Ritual, wherefore the simple form of the sign of the cross would 
suffice. Bishops and Cardinals have also the right to bless crucifixes 
with the indulgences of the Way of the Cross for the benefit of 
people who for reasons of illness or any other legitimate excuse 
cannot visit a place where the Stations are erected. Twenty Our 
Fathers, Hail Marys and Glory be to the Father, etc., are to be 
recited while the person holds the blessed crucifix in his hands. 
The bishops can delegate their priests for the blessing of the Sta- 
tions, which delegation must be given in writing to be valid. The 
faculty to bless crucifixes with the indulgences of the Way of the 
Cross may be given orally, though a written delegation is pref- 
erable. In reference to the power of the bishops to subdelegate 
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the faculty of blessing the Stations there is a decision of the S. 
Congregation of Indulgences May 24, 1843, denying that power 
unless the Holy See has expressly granted to the bishops the facul- 
ty to apply the indulgences either by themselves or through their 
vicars general or other priests. The question, however, was again 
proposed to the Holy See, and the Holy Office, Dec. 17, 1898, 
answered that the bishop may delegate his vicar general and other 
ecclesiastics either in a general way, or in a particular case, pro- 
vided there were no prohibition of subdelegation of the facul- 
ties. If there is any restriction, it must of course be adhered to 
faithfully. 

Another question arises in reference to the blessing of the Sta- 
tions, namely, whether the bishop has the faculty to bless the Sta- 
tions or to delegate his priest to bless them in towns and cities 
where the Order of Friars Minor or Brown Franciscans have a 
residence. In former concessions this restriction was as a rule 
inserted in the formula of faculties. The faculty given in the 
Code does not have any such restriction attached, wherefore no 
such restriction is to be put into its interpretation. 


PRIVILEGES CONCERNING Hoty Mass 


Bishops and Cardinals have the privilege to say Holy Mass 
outside a church or chapel on the portable altar stone, not only in 
their residences but wherever they are, and to allow a priest to 
say another Mass at which they wish to assist. This indult cannot 
be subdelegated, for Canon 822, § 2, rules that the Holy See alone 
is entitled to grant this faculty. For extraordinary occasions 
Canon 822, §4 grants the bishop power to give permission to 
priests to say Holy Mass in any respectable place; he likewise can 
determine what constitutes a case of necessity, if either there is 
no chapel in the place or it is not large enough to accommodate 
the people who want to satisfy the obligation of hearing Holy 
Mass. 

Bishops can allow priests to say two Holy Masses on Sundays 
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and holidays of obligation in order that the people may have a 
sufficient number of Masses to satisfy their obligation. 


Bishops and Cardinals have the privilege to say Holy Mass on 
the ocean, provided they use the necessary precautions so that there 
may be no danger of upsetting the chalice during Holy Mass. 
This faculty cannot be subdelegated. 

Bishops and Cardinals have the privilege to say Holy Mass 
according to their own ordo or calendar in any church or oratory. 
The general law of the rubrics demands that on feasts of doubles 
or a higher rank the celebrant must follow the calendar of the 
place where he says Holy Mass. The nature of this indult to the 
bishops and Cardinals forbids any subdelegation. 


The bishops and Cardinals have the daily indult of the per- 
sonally privileged altar, which means to say, that wherever they 
say Holy Mass for the repose of the soul of one of the faithful, 
they can obtain for that soul a plenary indulgence. If Holy Mass 
is applied for several dead persons, the celebrant is to specify for 
which of these he intends to gain the indulgence. In virtue of 
Canon 916 the bishops, abbots, prelates nullius, vicars and prefects 
apostolic, and the major superiors of clerical exempt religious 
Orders, have the privilege of declaring one altar privileged daily 
and forever in the cathedral, parochial, quasi-parochial and re- 
ligious churches, provided no other altar in the respective churches 
has been privileged previously. 


INDULGENCES, PONTIFICAL BLESSING, APPOINTMENT OF 
SyYNODAL EXAMINERS 
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The bishops and Cardinals may in their own domestic oratories 
gain the indulgences for which the visit to some church or public 
shrine is prescribed in the town or city in which they actually stay. 
The members of their household participate in this privilege. 
Cardinals can grant an indulgence of two hundred days, also in 
the toties quoties form, in places and institutions and for persons 
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subject to their jurisdiction or under their protection; in all other 
places they can grant the same to be gained once by the people 
present at the time. Residential bishops can grant a fifty days’ 
indulgence in the places subject to their jurisdiction. 


The bishops and Cardinals may give the pontifical blessing to 
the people in any place with the exception of the City of Rome, 
where this blessing can be given only in churches, chapels and 
other religious places and at gatherings of the faithful. 


The bishops with the advice of the cathedral chapter or the 
diocesan consultors have the privilege of appointing synodal ex- 
aminers and parochial consultors outside the synod in case of 
vacancies caused by death or for other reasons. 


PapaAL BLeEssinc WitH PLENARY INDULGENCE 


The bishops have the privilege to give the papal blessing with a 
plenary indulgence according to the formula contained in the 
Pontificale Romanum in their respective dioceses twice a year, 
that is to say, on Easter Day and another solemn feast day to be 
designated by the bishop, though they did not say the solemn Mass 
themselves but only assisted at it. Abbots, prelates nullius, vicars 
and prefects apostolic, though they are not consecrated bishops, 
may give this blessing on one of the more solemn feasts of the 
year. All priests who assist the faithful on their death bed have 
the privilege of giving the apostolic blessing with the formula 
prescribed in the Roman ritual. 


PowER OvEerR CHURCH PROPERTY 


In reference to church property and its disposal the bishops 
have power as follows: Nuns in solemn vows and diocesan 
sisterhoods need the permission of the bishop in the contracting 
of debts and other obligations, besides the favorable vote of the: 
majority of the advisory council of the superioress. The bishop 
is entitled, in virtue of Canon 534 of the Code, to allow the con- 
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tracting of debts not exceeding six thousand dollars. In the alien- 
ation of diocesan church property the Ordinary can give permis- 
sion for sums below six thousand dollars provided he has the 
consent of the cathedral chapter or the diocesan consultors and 
of the diocesan board of administrators. In sums of two hundred 
dollars and less the advice of the diocesan board of administrators 
suffices. Such is the ruling of Canons 1532 and 1533. 


ORDINATION Days 


The Ordination days for major orders are fixed by law, namely : 
the Ember days, Saturday before Passion Sunday and Holy 
Saturday. The bishops receive, by Canon 1006, § 3, the privilege 
to confer, for a grave reason, major orders on any Sunday or 
holiday of obligation, also on the suppressed holidays, as has been 
decided formerly in explanation of a similar faculty which the 
bishops used to obtain for a certain number of years. 


DISPENSATION IN MARRIAGE IMPEDIMENTS 


Faculties of dispensation in marriage impediments: In cases of 
imminent danger of death the bishops are granted power by Canon 
1043 to dispense from the form of the marriage contract and from 
all impediments of marriage induced by ecclesiastical law, whether 
public or occult, simple or multiple, with the exception of the 
impediments arising from priesthood and from affinity in the 
direct line after consummation of the marriage. In dispensing 
from the impediments of mixed religion and disparity of cult the 
required promises are to be demanded. 


From all these impediments the bishop can dispense also in 
those cases in which the impediment is not discovered until the 
moment when everything is ready for the marriage, and the cere- 
mony cannot be delayed until dispensation is obtained from the 
Holy See without probable danger of great evil. 
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The same faculty to dispense from all the aforesaid impedi- 
ments holds good also for the revalidation of a marriage already 
contracted, if there is danger in delaying the validation until a 
dispensation can be obtained from the Holy See. 

The priest who assists a marriage when one of the parties is 
in danger of death and there is no time to obtain the dispensation 
from the Ordinary, can dispense from all impediments with the 


exception of the two mentioned above. If the impediment is dis- ° 


covered at the last minute when everything is ready for the 
marriage so that probably great evil would follow from the 
refusal of the priest to perform the ceremony, he may dis- 
pense from all impediments, as said before, but only in occult 
cases and when there is no time to get the dispensation 
from the Ordinary, or if it can be obtained only with danger 
of violating a secret. The priest can under the same circum- 
stances, namely in occult cases and in danger of delay, dispense 
from the impediments in order to validate a marriage contracted 
invalidly. From the text of the law of Canon 1045 it does not 
matter whether the marriage has been contracted invalidly either 
outside the church or in presence of the priest. The phrase occult 
cases, however, causes some difficulty. The Code restricts the 
faculty of a priest who meets with a case in which the impedi- 
ment is discovered at the last moment or who finds people 
living in an invalid union and cannot persuade them to live separate 
until he can get the dispensation from the Ordinary; in both in- 
stances his power of dispensation is restricted to occult cases. 
It seems the term occult means that the existence of the impediment 
is not publicly known. If the term occult were to be explained 
in the same sense as de jure occult impediments there would be 
but few cases in which the priest could make use of this faculty. 
The Code in Canon 1037 calls an impediment occult if it cannot 
be proved in court, that is, by at least two witnesses; all other 
impediments are public though no one besides the couple and two 
witnesses may know of the impediment. There seems to be a 
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fairly good reason not to take the term occult cases in Canon 1045, 
§ 3, in the same sense as occult impediments. There is a difference 
between impedimentum occultum and casus occultus. The pur- 
pose, moreover, of the Code to enable the priest in these urgent 
cases to help the faithful out of a danger of sin favors this inter- 
pretation. Father Ferreres in his new Compendium Theologie 
Moralis seems to take the term casus occultus in the same sense 
as impedimentum occultum, saying that the priest outside the cases 
of danger of death can rarely make use of the faculty to dispense, 
as the Code abolishes the impediment of affinity arising from 
illicit intercourse, wherefore occult impediments are rarely to be 
met with. 


FACULTY OF DISPENSATION FROM IMPEDIMENTS OF MINOR 
DEGREE 


The decree of the Consistorial Congregation, April 25, 1918, de- 
prives the bishops of the faculties they used to obtain by means 
of the so-called formulae for ten, five, three years. To the bishops 
of America, the Philippine Islands, India, Africa beyond the shores 
of the Mediterranean Sea, and: Russia the following faculties in 
reference to marriage are granted for five years, while the bishops 
of France, England, Ireland, Scotland, Germany, Austria and 
Poland may make use of these faculties during the time of the 
war whenever it is forseen that recourse to Rome is difficult or 
impossible for a month or longer. 


1. Bishops may dispense with the impediments of minor 
degree which are, consanguinity in the third degree of the col- 
lateral line, affinity in the second degree of the collateral line, public 
Propriety in the second degree, spiritual relationship, the impedi- 


ment of crime arising from adultery with the promise or attempt 
of marriage. 


2. They may grant the sanatio in radice, if marriage was con- 
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tracted invalidly for reasons of one of the above mentioned im- 
pediments. 

3. They may dispense from all diriment impediments, ex- 
cept the priesthood and affinity in the direct line arising from 
consummated marriage, and from the impedient impediment of 
mixed religion, if the petition for dispensation has been sent to 
the Holy See and after this an urgent reason comes up making 
an immediate dispensation necessary. Recent press dispatches 
announce that the Holy See has granted to the bishops of the 
United States power to dispense, during the war, from the impedi- 
ment of mixed religion. Owing to the fact that the Catholics in 
the United States are scattered among a far larger number of 
a non-Catholics, mixed marriages are naturally quite frequent, and 
dispensations cannot be had from Rome with expedient speed at 
the present time. It was to be foreseen that the Holy See would 





make provision to meet the present circumstancs. 


It may be well to mention here the general faculty which 
Canon 81 of the Code grants to bishops to dispense with the laws 
of the Holy See whenever recourse to Rome is difficult and the 
delay is connected at the same time with danger of great loss or 
harm, and there is question of dispensations which the Holy See 
usually grants when requested. 


In reference to the above decree abolishing the formulas of 
faculties the decree gives to understand that it intends to abolish 
only the printed formulas of faculties which were granted to 
bishops for a certain number of years. The decree does not intend 
to abolish the faculties which the S. Penitentiary grants for the 
internal forum, nor other faculties obtained by bishops either on 
account of the present war or for other reasons peculiar to the 
condition of the Church in some diocese or country. What are 
the faculties obtained for special reasons? The Irish Ecclesiastical 
Record, June 1918, page 505, answers the question saying “that 
there can be no doubt that any powers, apart from the Formulae, 
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which the Ordinaries have sought and obtained individually come 
under this category of faculties.’ The same is argued also in 
favor of faculties obtained by bishops of an ecclesiastical province 
or a nation for special reasons. This interpretation of the recent 
decree seems to be correct in as much as the decree modifies Canon 
4 of the Code which states that privileges and indults conceded by 
the Holy See either to individuals or to moral persons remain 
in force unless explicitly revoked in the Code. The decree of the 
Consistorial Congregation must, therefore, not be unduly extended 
in its interpretation. 


DIsPENSATION FROM I*ast AND ABSTINENCE AND FROM SUNDAY 
Duty 

Bishops and pastors can dispense individual subjects and 
families in individual cases from the obligation of the fast or 
abstinence or both, as also from the observance of the Sunday and 
holyday obligations. The bishop can, moreover, dispense the entire 
diocese or a while town or city from fast and abstinence on account 
of a great concourse of people or for reasons of public health. The 
law on fast and abstinence has been considerably mitigated by the 
Code and adapted to the needs of the present age. The indults 
concerning fast and abstinence which the bishops of the United 
States obtained are somewhat different from the concessions made 
by the Code. Though there is no reason why they should be con- 
sidered abolished since neither the Code nor the above-mentioned 
decree revoke them and they were obtained in view of the peculiar 
condition of affairs in the United States, nevertheless it remains 
to be seen whether the Holy See will allow the continuation of 
these indults. The indult for working people, first obtained in 
1895 and renewed every ten years, and the Lenten indult, first 
obtained at the request of Cardinal Gibbons in 1887 and likewise 
renewed every ten years, create a difference between the fast and 
abstinence as prescribed in the Code and as observed in the 
United States. In view of the fact that the people have become 
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accustomed to these indults it is certainly desirable that the indult 
for working people be continued and that the people be allowed 
to continue Wednesday and Friday in Lent as abstinence days, 
as in Lenten indult, instead of Friday and Saturday as in the 
Code. 


BLESSING OF SACRED UTENSILS 


Bishops and Cardinals have the privilege to bless the sacred 
utensils and they can delegate the priests subject to them. Vicars 
and prefects apostolic, abbots and prelates nullius, though not con- 
secrated bishops, have the same power for the churches and chapels 


of their districts and they can delegate their priests. No one 
inferior to the Supreme Pontiff can delegate a priest to perform 
consecrations, e. g. of a chalice, altar stone, etc. This faculty was 
conceded to some bishops, and as a rule to all the bishops of the 
United States in the Formula C, but this has been recalled as 
stated above. 


Pastors, rectors of churches and religious superiors may bless 
the sacred utensils for their respective churches. 


Fr. STANISLAUS Woyrwopn, O.F.M. 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 





SANATIO IN RADICE 


Case-—Thomas, a young pastor, disturbed by reason of several in- 
valid marriages discovered in his parish, was inclined to announce at 
once to the persons concerned that they were not validly married. 
But on reflection he decided to lay the matter before John, who for 
twenty years had been pastor of a neighboring parish. In the cases 
proposed by Thomas the parties were living together and had sev- 
eral children, nor was it known to outsiders that there was any 
necessity for ecclesiastical action. John advised Thomas to settle 
all doubts by applying for a sanatio in radice for each case, adding 
that he had always asked for that dispensation in validating mar- 
rages. 

Questions.—1. What is a sanatio in radice and what are its ef- 
fects ? 

2. When should application be made for this form of dispensa- 
tion? 

3. Should the sanatio be recorded? 

4, Did Thomas and John act prudently in the cases as proposed? 

Solution—1. A sanatio in radice of marriage includes: (a) the 
validation of an invalid marriage through a dispensation or cessa- 
tion of the impediment; (b) a dispensation from the law requiring 
the renewal of consent; (c) a retroaction, by fiction of law, con- 
cerning the canonical effects (Codex, c. 1138 No. 1). The first 
result (validation) takes place from the moment when the sanation 
is granted ; the third result (retroaction) is understood to go back to 
the beginning of the marriage, unless it is otherwise provided in the 
grant (ibid. No. 2). 

The validation does not mean that the Church declares an invalid 
contract has been valid. This the Church cannot do. What she 
does is to declare that a marriage hitherto void is now validated. 
Nor may every invalid marriage be sanated; the invalidity must 
arise not from divine or natural law, but from ecclesiastical legis- 
lation (ibid. c. 1139). Thus the Church could not sanate the mar- 
tiage of two parties, one of whom was already bound by the 
indissoluble tie of marriage to a third party. There exists an 
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indispensable ban to the new marriage, namely the bond of the first 
marriage, which is an impediment of the divine law. But let us 
suppose that the new marriage was attempted and that later the im- 
pediment ceased through the death of the abandoned spouse. Will 
the Church permit the marriage to be sanated from the moment 
when the impediment ceased? Authorities tell us that this has been 
done in the past, that the consent from the moment when the im- 
pediment ceased constituted a true matrimonial agreement, that the 
children have been declared legitimate unless born from adultery, 
(See Sabetti-Barrett No. 932, q. 3; Slater II, p. 357, 4.) But the 
new Code (c. 1139, No. 2) declares: “Matrimonium contractum 
cum impedimento juris naturalis vel divini, etiamsi postea impedi- 
mentum cessaverit, Ecclesia non sanat in radice, ne a momento 
quidem cessationis impedimenti.” By a sanatio, then, an impediment 
of ecclesiastical law which had nullified a particular marriage con- 
tract is dispensed or ceases, the defect that vitiated the consent is 
removed and the marriage becomes a true and valid contract. 


Another consequence of a sanation has regard to the canonical 
effects of marriage, which are treated in canons 1110-1117. When 
a marriage is validated in this way, the validation carries with itself 
the assumption that the canonical effects have been from the begin- 
ning such as would follow from a lawful marriage. Thus for ex- 
ample, the sanation retroacts in favor of any children born to the 
invalid union, so that they are considered as legitimate as though 
the marriage had been a true one from the start. This does not 
mean of course that the Church declares that such children have 
never been canonically illegitimate. It means only that since it is 
Church legislation that made them illegitimate, the same authority 
now decrees that the defects be healed as from the beginning, that 
before the law it is to be assumed that the defects never existed. 


Thus far only two effects of a sanation have been spoken off, the 
first and the third. The second effect, dispensation from the duty 
of renewing consent, is more important, as it is the distinguishing 
feature of this kind of convalidation. Dispensation from renewal 
of consent does not mean that the Church supplies for the want of 
consent. The agreement of the parties themselves makes the con- 
tract, and no earthly power can make up for the absence of such 
agreement. Hence if either the man or the woman had no intention 
to contract marriage, or afterwards withdrew such intention, there 
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is no room for a sanatio. However, if the consent were given not 
from the beginning of the marriage but later on, the marriage may 
be sanated from the moment of consent (c. 1140). A sanatio sup- 
poses, then, that matrimonial consent has been given and that it still 
remains. It is in virtue of the removal of the impediment and of 
the continuance of the consent once given that the marriage is de- 
clared valid. By the second effect of a sanatio it is not meant that 
marriages are made valid without matrimonial consent, but that a 
dispensation is granted from the law which requires that consent be 
-renewed when an invalid marriage is validated (c. 1133). Such 
renewal of consent is required in ordinary validation, at least from 
the party who is conscious of the impediment. It is the dispensa- 
tion from this requirement that chiefly distinguishes the sanatio in 
radice from the simple validation. This dispensation may be granted 
even without the knowledge of the parties (c. 1138, No. 3). 

2. For validation by a sanatio in radice three conditions are re- 
quired: (a) the parties must have intended to contract a true mar- 
riage; (b) the mutual consent must coexist with the granting of the 
sanatio; (c) there must be an urgent and very grave reason for 
using the sanatio rather than the simple validation. We shall illus- 
trate each of these conditions. 

If a man and woman have lived knowingly in concubinage, with 
no intention of being man and wife, a sanatio could not change their 
irregular union into a true marriage. A sanatio heals marriages in 
the root, i. e., in the consent. If no marital consent was given, there 
is nothing to be healed and a sanatio is out of the question. 

For the same reason, if consent had been given, but was after- 
wards retracted, the marriage could not be healed while the consent 
was withheld. Hence if one of the parties is seeking an absolute 
divorce (a vinculo), a sanatio cannot be granted. Application for 
a partial divorce or separation might, but does not necessarily, in- 
clude a revocation of consent once given. But it may be asked: 
Since the mutual consent must be contemporaneous with the con- 
cession of the sanatio, is it possible to heal an invalid marriage when 
one of the parties thereto is dead or incurably insane? Certainly 
the Church may declare the canonical effects of the marriage to be 
those of a valid union; but it is not clear that the bond (vinculum) 
itself could be sanated. 

The Church requires that a sanatio be not given without grave 
cause. Such grave cause would be the impossibility of securing the 
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renewal of consent from one of the parties, serious hardship if the 
invalidity were disclosed to the other, an urgent necessity for not 
enlightening the parties. Thus in cases of mixed marriages it hap- 
pens frequently that the non-Catholic is willing to live in marriage 
but will not renew the consent. Again there will sometimes be suff- 
ciently grave reasons for leaving one of the parties in ignorance 
about the invalidity of the marriage, as when such revelation would 
work serious harm to the other party. This, however, should not 
be taken for granted, especially if the only impediment is clandes- 
tinity and the marriage was contracted after Easter, 1908; for the , 
Church law on this point is now well known. Finally, in some cases 
it would be altogether inexpedient to inform the parties of the im- 
pediment, as when those who are related within the forbidden de- 
grees contract marriage in good faith. 

Under these conditions a sanatio in radice is allowed. The Holy 
See alone has the ordinary power to grant a sanatio (c. 1141); but 
to the Bishops of the United States and some other countries facul- 
ties have been delegated to validate marriages in this manner. 

3. When the transactions were all in the confessional (forum 
internum), no record of the sanatio should be made. If the case 
was treated in a confidential way outside of the forum internum, a 
record should be made in the secret archives of the diocese (c. 379, © 
cc. 1104-1108), unless it be reasonably certain that the legitimacy of 
the children will never be called in question. If the impediment 
became known through confession, the express permission of the 
penitent is absolutely necessary before any record, however secret, 
can be made. 

4. Thomas would have acted imprudently had he revealed to 
some of his parishioners that they were not really married. Ordi- 
narily when people have been living together as married, especially 
if they have children, the first effort must be to validate the mar- 
riage if possible. Whether the impediment is to be disclosed to them 
will be determined by the rules which Moral Theology lays down 
for the guidance of confessors and pastors. 

Thomas did well to ask the opinion of an older pastor. John was 
mistaken, however, if he meant that the sanatio may be used in all 
cases. It is an extraordinary remedy, and should be sought only 
when the necessary conditions exist. Frequently a sanatio must be 
resorted to, but it is not to be asked simply because it is the easiest 


way to validate marriages. Fr. J. A. McHveu, O.P. 





